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ARTICLE XxX. 


THE Life of MAHOMET, dy ISMAEL 
ABULFEDA, abridged. 


R. Gagnier read for fome years public Le- 
§ tures upon the Arabic Tongue in the 
Univerfity. of Oxford. Among the Arabian 
Writers whofe manufcripc Books are to be 
und in the Bodleian Library, and which he 
defigned to explain, he pitched upon Abulfeda, 
9M Governor of Hama in Syria, whofe Learning 
. fm bas been long ago fufficiently known in Europe. 
of That Author compofed, among other Works, 
a Hiftory in three Volumes, from the Creation 

of the World to the time when he lived. It 
taken from the beft Writers who flourifhed 

fe him, and written in a grave and very 

1) clear ftyle. Mr. Gagnier havin tran{cribed 
With his own hand the firft Part, which reaches 
Maxcu 1727, L from 
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from Adam to Mabomet, explained it to his ¢v. 
rious and learned Hearers, who were fo well 
pleafed with the Life of Mabomet, that they 
thought it deferved to be tranflated into Latin, 
Accordingly in 1723 Pdr. Gagnier publifhed tha 
Work in Arabic and Latin, attended with his own 
obfervations. Here follows the fubftance of the 
Hiftory : it will be the more acceptable to the 
Public, becaufe it was compofed by a Mahome. 
tan, and becaufe Mr. Gaguier has ‘only printed 
four hundred Copies. 


Manomet was the Son of Abdola, who dié 
at Medina. Some fay that Mahomet was then a 
child of two months, and others that he was 
not born yet. ~What Abdolia left behind hin, 
confifted of five Camels, and an Ethiopian wo- 
man, named Baraca, and furnamed Omm- ii. 
gan, who was one of Mabomet’s nurfes. The 


Mother of Mahomet was Amena.. Mahomet wa 
born at Mecca, in the year 578 of the Chriftian 
fiira, §3 years before the Hegira. In the night 
of his birth, the Palace of the King of Penfia 
fhook, and fourteen Towers fell. The facred 
Fire of the Perfians was extinguifhed ; which 
had not happened for a thoufand years before. 
A great Lake was dried up. The Judge of Per- 
fia {aw in a dream a fierce Camel, overcome by 
an Arabian Horfe: he alfo faw the River 7 
gris overflown. The King, being terrified by 
thofe prodigies, fent for the Judge, who told 
him his dream. That Prince asked what it fore: 
told. The Judge, well skilled in the art of di- 
vination, anfwered : Some thing new muft be ex 
petted on the fide of Arabia. 


Mabo- 
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Mabomet loft his mother at the age of fix 
years. His grand father Abdol-Motaleb took him 
into his houfe, and dying two years after, his 
Son Abu-Laleb took care of Mahomet. Atter- 
wards Abu-Zaleb, his uncle by his father’s fide, 
carried him to Bo/ra in Syria, to trade there : 
Mabomet was then in his thirteenth year. There 
was in that City a Monk, named Bobaira, who 
told: Abu-Laleb : Go home with that Child, and 
contrive the matter fo, that he may foun the Fews ; 
for, great things will bappen to that Sou of your 
brother. Abu-Zaleb, having made an end of his 
affairs, carried back Mahomet to Mecca. In the 
mean time, Mahomet increafed in beauty and 
fenfe:: he furpaffed other men by his fincerity, 
faithfulnefs and virtue. God had given him all 
the qualifications.that make an honeft.man. At 
the age of fourteen years, he was in fome bat- 
tels between the Koraifbites and the Kena- 
nites. 

There was a rich trading Woman, named 
Chadigia.. Having heard of Mabomet’s probity, 
fhe provided plentifully for his maintenance, up- — 


on condition that he fhould go into Syria with 


her Faétor to trade for her. Mabomet accepted 
of that offer, and went into Syria. After he 
had fold his goods, he bought others, and re- 
tumed to Mecca. 'The Factor informed Chadi- 
gia of every thing he had difcoyered concern- 
ing the excellency of Mahomet. He affirmed, 
among other things, that he had feen two An- 


gels, who had covered him with their wings in 
avery violent heat. This filled Chadigza with 


love for Mabomet. He married her foon after, 
being twenty five years of age: fhe brought 
him twenty Camels. Chadigia, who was a wi- . 

Lz dow, 
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dow, was then forty years old. She was the firft 
wife that Mahomet married ; and he had no 
other whilft fhe lived. He married no Virgin 
afterwards, except Aielba. Chadigia died three 
years before the Hegira. 

Mabomet being forty years of age, God fent 
him (fays our Author) to the Arabians and 
Barbarians, as an Apoftle, that by his Law he 
fhould abolifh the other Laws. . He had at firft 
a Vifion in the night ; for, God had infpired 
him with the love of a folitary life. He fpent 
every year a whole month in the Cave of Mount 
Hara, three miles diftant from Mecca. 

The year of his Miffion being come, he 
walked to the Cave, having with him fome of 
his friends ; and in the night the Angel Gabriel 
came to him, and told him: Read. Mahomet 
anfwered : I cannot read. Gabriel replied : Read, 
in the name of thy Lord, who created, &c. as far as 
thefe words, v. 5. He bas taught man what be 
kuew not. Mabomet read thofe words. 

Afterwards, the Prophet being come to the 
middle of the Mountain, heard a - heavenly 
voice, which faid: O Mabomet ! Thou art the 
Apoftle of God : and I am Gabriel. He ftopt to 
fee Gabriel ; and that Angel having difappear- 
ed, he went away, and told his wife what he 
had feen. She faid to him : Lhefe are good ti- 
dings, at which I am overjoyed. I [wear by bim, 
in whofe bands is the foul of Chadigia, that I 
bope thou art a Prophet of this Nation. Chadi- 
gia having {poke thefe words, went to Waraké 
her kinfman. He had read the Books, and heard 
the Followers of the Law and the Go/pe/ fay 
many things. Chadigia told him what Mahomet 
had related to her. Waraka anfwered : O Cha- 
Gigia ! By the moft holy God, and bim in a 
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pands is the foul of Waraka, thou fpeakef the 
truth. Ibe Law of Mofes, the Son of Amran, 
bas foretold bis coming. here is no doubt but be 
js a Prophet of this Nation. Chadigia informed 
Mabomet of what Waraka had told her. Ma- 
bomet, having finifhed his prayer, went feven 
tlmes round the Temple of Mecca, and then 
came home. 

Afterwards he had many Revelations, fays 
the Hiftorian. His wife Chadigia was the firft 
perfon who believed in him. *Tis affirmed that 
he faid one day, that among men, many bave 
been perfect ; but that among women, none but 


four were perfect, viz. Afia the wife of Pharaoh, 


Mary daughter of Amran, Chadigia daughter of 
Chowailed, and Fatema daughter of Mabomet. 
The Call of Mahomet was concealed for the 
{pace of three years ; and then (fays the Au- 
thor) God ordered him to publifh it. As foon 
as he had received this order : Exbort * thy Re- 
lations of the fame Tribe : he ordered Ali to in- 
vite them to his houfe. Al obeyed. The 
Guefts were forty. At the end of the meal, 
Mabomet {poke to them in thefe words : I know 
0 body in Arabia, who brings to bis Nation a 
more excellent thing than what I bring you ; for 
I bring you the good things of this World, and of 
another Life. God bas ordered me to call you to 
bim. Which of you defires to be my Vicar? The 
Guefts being filent ; J, faid A : I will knock 
out their teeth, pull out their eyes, cleave their 
bellies, and break their bones. O Prophet ! I foal 
be thy Vicar. ‘Then Mabomet embracing him, 


Lee 





— 


* Alcoran, Sur. 74 v. 2- 


L 3 {aid : 
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{aid : This is my Brother, my Vicar. Obey him. 
All the Guefts broke out into laughter, and told 
Abu-Taleb, Father of Ali: Thou muft therefore 
obey thy Son for the time to come. 

Mahomet did not give over the defign of exe- 
cuting the orders of Heaven : he upbraided his 
countrymen with their Idolatry and Perverfity. 
His uncle Abu-Laleb fided with him ; and there- 
fore the chief Koraifbites told him : Thy Ne- 
phew defames our Religion: he charges our wife 
Anceftors with ignorance and folly : be accufes our 
Fathers of error, Contrive the matter fo, that 
ke may occafion no diffention between him and us. 
Abu-Taleb difmiffed them civilly. But becaufe 
Mahomet perfifted in his defign, they went again 
to Abu-Taleb, and told him: If you do not re- 
firain bim, we are ready to attack you both. Ae 
bu-Taleb having informed Mahomet of it, he 
anfwered : O wy Uncle! though they foould fet 
againft me the Sun on my right band, and the 
Moon on my left, yet I foall not give over this 
defigit. 

The Followers of Mahomet being ill ufed by 
the Korc'/bites, many of them fled into Atbiv- 
fia ; viz. eighty three men, and eighteen wo- 
men, ‘This is the firft Hegira. 


Moft of the Mahometan Doétors fay, that 
the nocturnal Journey of Mahomet into Heaven 
was a real thing. Orhers believe that it was 
only a Dream, or a nocturnal Vifion. Some 
maintain, that this Journey was a real one from 
Mecca to Ferufalem ; and that from thence inta 
Heaven it was only a /piritual Afcenfion. 

Here follows the account which Mabomet 
himfelf gave of that Journey. § Being with- 
* in the inclofure of the Temple of a 
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“ Gabriel came to me, and opened my Breaft. 
“ He took my Heart out of it ; and a gold- 
“ bafon was brought to me, full of water. Ga- 
% briel having wafhed my heart, fet it again in 
“ its place. A white Mare was brought to me, 
“ {maller than a Mule, and larger than an Afs, 
“I got on the back of that Mare. Gabriel 
“ attended me to the firft Heaven. He knock- 
“ edatthe door. He was asked: Who's there ¢ 
“ He anfwered : Gabriel. He was asked: And 
“ who is with thee? He anfwered: Mahomet. 
“ He was asked : Is the <Apoftle already come ¢ 


s “ He anf{wered: Yes. He’ was told: His arri- 


“val is very acceptable”. (Zhe fame quefti- 
ons and anfwers, at the door of each Heaven, are 
to be found in the fequel of this Account. I have 
thought it proper to omit thofe repetitions. ) 
“They opened the door, and I faw Apam. 
“ Gabriel told me : There is thy Father Adam : 
“ Salute bim. 1 faluted him ; and he returned 
“the falute, faying : Hail, excelent Son, and 
“ excellent Prophet. . 

“ Afterwards Gabriel afcended with me into 
“ the fecond Heaven, and knocked at the door. 
“ They opened it, and I faw Joun andJesus, 
“ Gabriel told me: There are Fobn and ‘fefus : 
“ Salute them. Ufaluted them ; and they re- 
“turned the falute, faying : Hail, excellent 
“ Brother, and excellent Prophet. 

“ Afterwards Gabriel afcended with me into 
“the third Heaven, and knocked at the door. 
“They opened it ; and I faw Joseru. Ga- 
* briel told me : There is Fofeph : Salute bim. 
a faluted him ; and he returned the falute, 

faying’: Hail, excellent Brother, and excellent 


“Prophet. 
L 4 “ Afters 
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“¢ Afterwards Gabriel afcended with me into 
€¢ the fourth Heaven, and knocked at the door, 
“* They opened it; and I faw Henocu. Gu- 
6 briel told me: Lhere is Henoch: Salute bim. 
“ T faluted him ; and he returned the falute, 
* faying ; Hail, excellent Brother, and excellent 
6 Prophet. 

“¢ Afterwards Gabriel afcended with me into 
“¢ the fifth Heaven, and knocked at the door, 
“‘ They opened it ; and I faw Aaron. Gu 
¢ briel told me: Lhere ts Aaron: Salute him. 
“¢ [ faluted him ; and he returned the falute, 
*° faying : Hatl, excelent Brother, and excellent 
** Prophet. 

“© Afterwards Gabriel afcended with me into 
€° the fixth Heaven, and knocked at the door. 
** They opened it ; and I faw Moses. Gu 
“° briel told me: Lhere is Mofes : Salute bim. 
“< J faluted him ; and he returned the falute, 
“‘ faying: Haz/, excekent Brother, aud excellent 
“¢ Prophet. 

** When I came near him, he wept. He was 

“° asked ; Why doft thou weep? He anfwered: 
“* Becaufe a Child has been fent after me, whofe 
“* countrymen will enter into Heaven in greater 
“* wumbers, than thofe of my Nation. 
*¢ Afterwards Gabriel afcended with me into 
the feventh Heaven, and knocked at the door. 
They opened it ; and I faw ApxaHam. Ga- 
“ briel told me: There és thy Father Abrabam : 
“¢ Salute bim. Ufaluted him ; and he returned 
“the falute, faying : Hail, excellent Son, and 
* excellent Prophet, . 

** Afterwards I was raifed to the Tree called 
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*€ Sedvat *, beyond which no one is allowed to | 
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* Mr, Gagnier renders that word Lotus. 
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« go, and the leaves whereof are like the ears 
« of an Elephant. There were there four Ri- 
« yers, two of which are in the infide, and two 


«in the outfide. And I asked Gabriel : What 


«“ Rivers are they He anfwered : The two in- 
« ward Rivers run in Paradife ; and the outward 
“ mes are the Nile and Euphrates. 

“ Afterwards he raifed me to the vifited 
“ Houfe, into which feventy thoufand Angels 


“enter every day. 


In that place, three Veffels were brought 
“to me, one full of Wine, another full of 
“ Milk, and the third full of Honey. I drank 


m “the Milk. Gabriel told me: Thou baft wek 


“ chofen for thyfelf and thy Nation. 
“ At laft coming near the Throne of God, 


|“ Twas ordered to fay fifty prayers every day. 


“ Returning from the Throne of God, I went 
“ by Mofes, who asked me: What order baft 
“ thou received ¢ I anfwered : I have been or- 
“ dered to fay fifty prayers every day. How! re- 
“plied Mofes : canft thou fay fifty prayers every 
“ day? By God, I tried it before thee among men: 
“ I attempted it among the Children of Ifrael ; 
“and my endeavours proved vain. Return there- 
“ fore to the Lord, and ask an aVatement of pray- 
“ers for thy Nation. 1 therefore returned to 
“God ; and he abated ten prayers. Being re- 
“turned to Mofes, he told me again the fame 
“thing. I returned to the Lord ; and he aba- 
“ted ten prayers. Being returned to Mofes, 
» he told me again the fame thing.. I there- 
‘fore returned to God ; and he abated ten 
«, Prayers. Being returned to Mofes, he told 

me again the fame thing. I returned to 
" God; and he ordered me to fay ten pray- 


% ers every day. Being returned to Mofes, o 
to 
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“ told me again the fame thing. I therefore 
< returned to God ;.and he ordered me to fay 
“° five prayers every day. Being returned to 
“ Mojes, he asked me : What order haft thou re. 
“6 ceived ¢ 1 anfwered : I bave been ordered to 
<¢ fay five Prayers every day. Mofes {aid : Cer. 
“ tainly thy Nation will not be able to fay five 
“° prayers every day. I tried it before thee among 
°° men: J attempted it in vain among the Chil. 
* dren of I/rael. Return therefore to thy Lord, 
“ and ask again a uew abatement for thy Nation. 
“°:T anfwered : J have already entreated my Lord 
“¢ fo often, that I am afbamed of it. Afterwards 
“¢ T took my leave of Mofes”. 


Twelve .perfons went from Medina to Mecca, 
and paid homage to Mahomet. Afterwards many 
Inhabitants of Medina embraced his Religion. It 
was in the twelfth year of his pretended Mil- 
fion. 

The next year, feventy three men and two 
women of Medina, being come to Mecca, paid 
alfo homage to Mahomet, and promifed to de- 
fend him againft his enemies. Jf we are killed 
tipoit thy account, {aid they to him, what fhail we 
Lave ¢ Paradi(e, replied he. 

Afterwards Mabomet ordered his Gompanions 
to fly to Medina, till God fhould permit him to 
follow them. The Koraifhites hearing that Ms 
bomet had friends at Medina, were afraid that 
he would retire into that Town. They relol- 
ved to kill him. With that intent they met 
the door of his houfe. Aabemet threw a hand- 
ful of duft upon their heads ; by which means 
they could not fee him. He’ told. Abu-Bectt, 
that God had permitted him to run away. T “a 
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fr out together, and arrived at Medina. 'This 
pight, which happened the 53d year of Maho- 
wet, was the beginning of the Mahometan #- 
o¢, Mabomet ftopt at Koba, a Village two miles 
giftant from Medina, and laid there the founda- 
ions of a Temple in the houfe where he lodg- 
ed. He lived at Medina with Abu-Aiub, till he 
had built a Temple and a Houfe. 
= After the death of Chadigia, Mahomet had 
martied, before the Hegira, Aiefba daughter of 
fou-Becre. He confummated his marriage eight 
months after the Hegira. Aiefba was then but 
nine years of age. Mahomet inftituted a Frater- 
nity at Medina. 



















In the fecond year of the Hegira, he ordered 
that for the time to come, inftead of praying 
towards the Temple of Feru/alem, every body 
hould pray towards the ‘emple of Mecca. He 
appointed the Faft of the month Ramadban. 
The Followers of Mahomet plundered a Caravan 
of trading Koraifbites : this is the firft booty 
tat the Mufulmans got. Abdolla, the Son of 
iaid, had a Revelation, whereby he was told 
what words were to be ufed to proclaim Prayers. 
(Mr. Gagnier obferves, that this Formulary is 
fill tobe found in the Liturgy of the Maho- 
metans, and that it is expreffed ip thefe words. 
God is great. God is great. I declare that there 
m0 other God but God. I declare that there is © 
” other God but God. I declare that Mabomet 
“ the Meffenger of God. I declare that Ma- 
lomet is the Meffenger of God. To prayers. To 
rayers: To prayers. ‘Io divine Service. To 
Mvine Service. God is great. God is great. There 
i m0 other God but God. When the morning- 
payers are proclaimed, they add ; Praying is 
Wer than Sleep. Praying is better than Slcep. ) 
Mabo- 
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Mahomet undertook to furprife a Caravan of 
Koraifbites upon their return from Syria, The 
Inhabitants of Mecca, being informed of it, {e 
out to relieve the Caravan, to the number of 
nine hundred and fifty men, among whom ther 


were a hundred Troopers. Mahomet went ov & 


of Medina with three hundred and thirteen mer, 
ana fixty three Camels : he had only two Horfe, 
The Idolaters moving forward, Mabomet en. 
camped at Bedre. A Lodge was made for him 
in a fhady place, where he fat with Abu-Beor, 
As foon as he faw the enemies, he faid : O God! 
thofe Koraifbites are come to convince thy Me. 
fenger of being a liar. Grant me therefore th 
affiftance which thou haft promifed me. 'The firk 
attack began by three Idolaters and three Mufil- 
mans ; and then there was a general battel. All 
the while Alabomet (whom the Author gene 
rally calls the Meffenger of God, or the Propbet,) 
kept in his Lodge, and put up fervent prayers 
O God ! faid he, if thou deftroyeft thy army, tho 
wilt be no longer worfbipped upon Earth. O Gul! 
fulfill thy promifeto me. He continually beat his 
breaft, and was feized with a palpitation o 
heart. Afterwards he told Abu-Becre : Rejoitt 
at this good news : God comes to our affiftante 
The Prophet went out of his Lodge, and ex 
horted his people to fight ftoutly : he took w 
a handful of duft, and threw it towards the ene 
mies, faying : Let their faces be coufounded. Ans 
turning to his Soldiers, Fal upon thent, {aid be. 
The Idolaters ran away immediately. A Mult 
man brought the head of an enemy to Jab 
_ met, who adored God, and gave him thanks 
Avbulfeda affirms, that God affifted the Prophet 
by the miniftry of his Angels ; for, God fays i 
the Alcoran ( Sur. 8. v. 9.) When you implore 
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she afffance of your Lord, be beard you: I fens 
yu the help of a thonfand Angels. 'The Follow- 
ors of Mabomet killed in that battel feventy men, 
und took as many prifoners. Mahomet caufed 
the dead bodies to be thrown into a Well. The 
® Mufulmans loft only fourteen men. 
Mabomet attacked the Jews, who were forced 
to furrender. He caufed their hands to be 
BB bound behind their backs, and intended to. put 
Bthem to death ; but he fet them at liberty, at 
Bitte prefling inftance of one of their friends, and 
| Mews contented to deprive them of their Goods. 
 B( Mr. Gagnier obferves, that moft Hiftorians 
,feplace this War in the third year of the He- 
is) 

Two hundred Troopers, commanded by 4- 
w-Sofan, fet out from Mecca to attack the 
Mufulmans. Mabomet marched towards the ene- 
mies with his Cavalry : but they ran away ; and 
tomake a more eafy retreat, they threw away 
their meal: which is the reafon why that War 
walled the meal-War. 

Mi married Fatema, the daughter of Jfa- 










Inthe third year of the Hegira, three thou- 
und Koraifbites went out of Mecca, under the 
mmand of Abu-Sofian. ‘There were among 
tem feven hundred Soldiers in Armour, two 
undred ‘Troopers , and fixteen women, who 
mat the Drum, and exhorted the Idolaters to 
ment the Mufulmans. Mabomet thought, the 
iit way-was not to come out of Medina, and 
0 ex the enemies ; but his advice was not 
proved. He therefore advancéd towards the 
aibites, and encamped near Mount Obod. 
"“§ troops confifted of nine hundred men, 2 
hun- 
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hundred of which were in Armour. Mabon, 
had only two horfes. The Mufulmans loft 
venty men: Abulfeda calls them Martyrs. Ty 
Idolaters loft only twenty two. Mabomet wy 
‘wounded in the face. When he faw his blog 
run, he faid: How can that people profper, ing 
they have wounded the face of their Prophet, whik 
be calls them to God? He alfo faid to him, wy 
wiped his blood : Hel-fire (ball not fled the bu 
of bim, who touches and wipes mine. In th 
mean time Henda, wife of the idolatrous Gee 
ral, and the other women, cut off the nofes a 
ears of thofe Mufulmans, who had been fli 
and made collars and bracelets of them. Ap 
Softan defired a truce for the next year, - whid 
was granted to him. Mahomet fought the dei 
body of his Uncle Hamza, and finding it opa 
without a nofe and ears, faid: that God had t 
vealed to him to do feventy times the like tot 
Koraifbites. He alfo faid : Gabriel bas declan 
to me, that Hamza zs among the Inbabitants§ 
the feventb Heaven, with this Encomium : 

za, Son of Abdol-Motaleb, the Lion of God, m 
the Lion of bis Meffenger. 


In the fourth year of the Hegira, Mahou 
made war with a Tribe of the Jews. Th 
furrendred to him, and left their country. 
bomet poffeffed himfelf of their Goods. 

The ufe of wine was forbidden by an ort 
from Heaven. 


In the fifth year of the Hegira, many Tri 
having taken up arms againft Mabomet; he ca" 
a ditch to be made round Medina, ‘That 
was attended with miracles. The Ditchers* 


ving found a large Rock, Mabomet {ent for 10 
Wahi 
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water: he filled his mouth with it, and threw 
it upon the Rock, which made no longer any 
refiftance: A {mall number of Dates {fatisfied 
the huager of all the Labourers. It was alfo 
ftished with a barley-loaf and a Lamb. The 
enemies being arrived at Medina, the Muful- 
mans were terrified : one of them did not {cru- 
ple to fay, that Mabomet who had promifed to 
all his followers, that they fhould make them- 
felves mafters of all the wealth of the King of 
Pesfia.and of the Emperor, ran the hazard of 
lofing his life. .God raifed a Wind that blew 
againft the enemies, and fet them at variance ; 
fo. that they went away. The Angel Gabriel 
told Mabomet: God commands thee to fal upon 
the Jews Koraifhites ; 'Thofe Jews had joined 
the enemies of the Mufulmans. They furren- 
dred to Mahomet. ‘The men, to the number of 
feven hundred, were killed : the women and 
children were made flaves. Among thofe wo- 
men there was one, named Rzbana, whom Ma- 


bomet kept for himfelf. . 
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In the fixth year of the Hegira, there was 
another War, in which Mahomet obtained the 
viory. He married one of the prifoners, 
hamed Giowaira ; and upon account of that 
marriage, he fet at liberty a hundred Houfe- 

rs. 
When he returned from that war, fome Mu- 
lulmans falfly accufed his wife Aie/ba of having 
Committed adultery. Her Juttification came 
prige@we from Heaven ; and the Prophet ordered 
ulm Accufers to be beaten with eighty ftripes. 

wot That Verfe of the Alcoran came down from 
rs SaeCaven, whereby the Mufulmans are ordered 
{of to 
Vath 
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to purify themfelves with Sand, for want of 
water. 

Mahomet fet out from Medina with a thoufang 
four hundred men, to vifit the Temple of Me. 
ca, having no defign to make war. He en. 
camped in the Plain of Mecca ; and becaufe hig 
men wanted water, he took an Arrow out of 
his Quiver, and caufed it to be thrown into 
the bottom of a Well, out of which there came 
immediately fuch a great quantity of water, 
that it was eafily drawn. ‘This is (fays the Av. 
thor) one of the moft authentic miracles of the 
Prophet. ‘The Koraibites fent word to Mah. 
met, that they would not fuffer him to come 
into their Town. Mabomet anfwered them, that 
his defign was not to make war with them, but | 
only to vifit the Temple. They imprifoned his 
meffenger ; and a report going about that he 
had been killed, Mabomet faid : We fhall not re- 
tire without attacking the enemies. Afterwards 
all the Mufulmans took an oath to him ; and 
then he heard that his meffenger had not been 
killed. ‘The Koraifbites {ued for a peace : he 
agreed with them to make a truce for ten years. 
He and his troops offered a Sacrifice of Ca- 
mels, and fhaved their heads, and then returned 
to Medina. 


In the feventh year of the Hegira, Maboma 
made war with the Jews of Chaibar, and over- 
came them. Among the prifoners, there was 
awoman, named Safia: Mahomet married het, 
and was very fond of her. The Mufulmans got 
a great booty. *Tis faid that in this Expedi- 
tion, Mabomet cured Ali of an Ophthalmy, by 
{pitting upon his eyes. 
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Mabomet being retutned to Medina, found 
there fevetal of thofe Mufulmans, who had fled 


| into Atbiopia, and was very well pleafed to fee 


them. He married Omm-Habiba, daughter of 
Abu-Sofian, who had retired into the fame couns- 
wy with her husband Abdolla. 

During the war of Chaibar, a Jewif woman, 
nathed Zainab, prefented Mahomet with a poi- 
foned Lamb. Mahomet having tafted it, difco- 
veted the poifon. He faid in his laft ficknefs, 
that be bad frequently felt the ill effect of the poi- 
foned Bit of Chaibar, and that be felt it then 
mite than ever. Abulfeda relates this fact, with- 
out telling us what became of thé poifoner. 

Mabomet {cnt Ambaffadors with Letters to 
Kings and Princes, to exhort them to embrace 
his Religion. Co/roes King of Perfia tore his 
Letter, faying : How dares that man, who is my 
flave, write to me in that manner ¢ Mabomet be- 
ing informed of it, faid : God will tear bis King- 
dom, Cofroes otdeted the, Governor of Arabia 
the Happy to fend him Mahomet forthwith. 
That Governor difpatched two meffengers to 
Mabomet with a Letter, whereby he ordered him 
to go to Cofroes. ‘The meffengers told him: If 
this order makes thee uneafy, the Governor wil 
write to Cofroes zn thy favour. For, f thou re- 
fue to obey, be wil certainly deftroy thee. Mae 
boniet put off his anfwer to the next day. 

In the mean time, God revealed to Mabomet 
that he had raifed againft the King of Perfia his 
own Son, who had killed him. Mabomet gave 
hotice of it to the meffengers, and told them: 
My Religion and my Empire will come to the fame 
beight of glory, as the Kingdom of Cofroes. Tel 
therefore Badhan, (Cit was the name of their 
Mafter) thar be muft embrace my Religion. The 
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meffengers made their report to Badban, whe 
foon after received a Letter from the new King 
of Perfia, who had killed his Father, whereby 
he was ordered not to moleft the Prophet. Bad- 
ban embraced Mahometifm. 

The Emperor (Heraclins) received the Am- 
baffador of Mahomet with great marks of di- 
ftinétion, and difmiffed him with noble Pre- 
fents. 

The Governor of Egypt fhowed alfo a great 
refpeét to the Ambaflador of Mabomet. He 
fent to the Prophet two Jewels, and two Vir- 
gins, one of which was named Mary, by whom 
Mabomet had a Son named Jbrabim. 'That pre- 
fent was attended with a mule and a fhe-afs. 
( Mr. Gagnier has inferted in his Notes Maho- 
met’s Letter to the Governor of Egypt, fuch as 
it is to be found in the Hiftory of Abmed Ben 
Fofeph. The Readers will not be difpleafed to 
find it here. Jun the name of the merciful God. 
Mahomet, the Meffenger of God, to Al-Mokaw- 
kas Prince of the Coptes, Greeting. Peace be to 
him, who follows the direction Cof the true Re- 
ligion.) I cak thee to the true Religion ; em- 
brace it: be a Mufulman. God will give thee a 
double reward. O Nation of the Book ! (that is, 
O Chriftians !) /peak the fame language with us. 
Let us worfbip none but God : let us not affociate 
to him any thing: let us not call one another 
Lords, dut give that title to God alone. If you 
refufe to do this, fay at leaft and teftify that we 
are Mufulmans. ‘The Governor of Egypt (con- 
tinues the fame Hiftorian}) having read that 
Letter, laid it refpeétfully to his breaft, and put 
it into an ivory-box. Afterwards he caufed the 
following Letter to be written. Zo Mebammed, 

Son 
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Son of Abdolla, Al-Mokawkas Priice of the Cop- 
tes, Greeting. I have read thy Letter. The thing 
mentroned by thee, and which thou exborteft me to 
embrace, appears to me worthy of confideraticn 3 
for I know long fince, that a Prophet is pill to 
come ; but I thought be would come from Syria. 
However, I bave received thy AmbafJador bonou- 
rably. I fend thee two Virgins of an illuftrious 
birth among the Coptes. I fend thee alfo a white 
Mule, and a white Afs, Cloaths of Egyptian Flax, 
excellent Honey, and Butter.) 

The King of tbiopia had already embraced 
Mahometi{m. The King of 4/-Babrain, and 
all the Arabians of that country, embraced alfo 
the fame Religion. | 

Mahomet took a Journey to Mecca, to vifit 
the Temple. In that Journey he married ano- 
ther wife, named Mafmuna, and then returned 
to Medina. 


In the eighth year of the Hegira, Mahomet 
engaged in a new war. ‘The battle was fought 
at Muta, a town of Spria : the Mufulmans got 
the victory. This is the firft War they made 
with the Greeks. Mahomet undertook it, to re- 
venge the death of an Ambaffador, whom he 
had fent to the King of Bofra. _ 

The Koraifbites having broke the Peace, Ma- 
bomet refolved to attack Mecca with an army of 
ten thoufand men. He took that Town with- 
out any oppofition. He told the Kerajhites : 
What do you think I fhall da you ? Good, anfwer- 
edthey, generous Brother, Son of a generous Bro- 
ber. Go, replied Mahomet : J reflore your lim * 
erty. Afterwards he went feven times round 
the Temple ; and when he came into it, he faw 
lome Figures of Angels, and a Statue of Abra- 
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bam, who held in his hand the Arrows of Chance. 
He faid then: Let God deftroy this people. They 
bave reprefented our Old Man cafting Lots with 
Avvows. Does Abrabam want Arrows? Thofe 
Images were taken away by his order ; and then 
he faid a prayer in the Temple. He profcribed 
fix men and four women. 

After the taking of Mecca, he fent out fome 
troops into the adjacent parts of that Town, to 
exhort the people to embrace his Religion, and 
forbad them to attack any body whatfoever. 
Chaled, having met the Giadbimites armed, or- 
déred them to lay down their arms, and to pro- 
tefs Mahometifm. They threw down their arms 
immediately. Chaled caufed their hands to be 
bound behind their backs, and maffacred fome 
of them. Mabomet hearing of it, lifted up his 
hands towards Heaven, and faid: O God! Iam 
sunocent of the crime which Chaled has commit- 
ted. Afterwards he fent a Sum of Money to 
the Giadbimites, to redeem the blood which had 
been fhed, and to reftore what had been taken 
from them. 

Some Tribes met together to make war with 
Mahomet. He fet out from Mecca with twelve 
thoufand men. Both armies being engaged in 
the Valley of Honaim, the Mufulmans ran away. 
Mahomet f{tept afide till his troops renewed the 
battle. He took a handful of duft, and threw 
it towards the Idolaters, who ran away imme- 
diately. The Mufulmans purfued the enemies, 
and made a great flaughter of them. The num- 
ber of the prifoners was very confiderable. Our 
Hiftorian affirms, that God affifted the Muful- 
mans on this occafion : he means that the An- 
gels came to their help. 
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Mr. Gaguier has thought fit to add to this 
part of Abulfeda’s Hiftory, that after the battle. 
of Honaim, there was another in the Valley of 
Awtas, in which the Mufulmans obtained the 
victory. 

Afterwards Mahomet, having befieged A/- 
Taief for the {pace of almoft twenty days, raifed 
the fiege of that Town, after he had cut down 
the Vines. He diftributed among his troops 
the booty, confifting of twenty four rhoufand 
Camels, above forty thoufand fheep, and four 
thoufand ounces of filver: and then after he 
had vifited the Temple of Mecca, he returned 
to Medina. 

This year Ibrahim was born, Son of Maho- 
met and Mary, who had been fent to him by 
the Governor of Egypt, as I have faid bee 
fore, 


In the ninth year of the Hegira, Mabomet 
received at Medina the Ambaffadors of the Arae 
bians, who came thither in crowds to acknow- 
ledge his Authority, and embrace his Relie 

ion. 

Meine refolved to make a boly War with 
the Greeks. Abu-Becre gave all his eftate to 
contribute to that war ; and Othman was at pror 
digious charges for that expedition. The Proe 
phet fet out, at the head of twenty thoufand 
foot, and ten thoufand horfe : his troops did 
very much fuffer in their march, by reafon of 
the heat, and becaufe they wanted water. When 
they came into the Valley of A/-Hegir, he for- 
bad them to draw water in that place : he order- 
éd thofe who had drunk of it, to vomit it, and 
to give to the Camels all the meal which they 
had kneaded. (The antient Inhabjtants of that 
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Valiey had committed a great crime. See upon 
this fubjeét the Alcoran, Sur. 7. v.78. and Mr, 
Gagnier’s Note.) Mabomet being arrived at Za- 
buc, a Town fituated between Medina and Da- 
majcus, {taid there twenty days. ‘fobn, Prince 
of Ala, obtained a peaee upon condition that 
he fhould pay a tribute to Mahomet. Chaled 
furprifed another Chriftian Prince, named Ocai- 
der, and killed his brother: he took from him 
his Coat, which was a magnificent one, and 
fent it to Mabomet. ‘The Mufulmans could not 
fufficiently admire it. (Mr. Gaguier cites an 
Arabian Author, who fays that on this otcafion 
Mahomet {poke thefe words : Do you fo much ad- 
mire that Coat ¢ I fwear by Him, in whofe bands 
my Soul is, that the Napkins of Saad, Son of 
Maadh, in Paradife, are of much greater value 
than that Coat. Saad was one of the motft illu- 
ftrious Martyrs among the Mufulmans.)) Ma- 
bomet made a peace with Ocatder, upon condi- 
tion that he fhould pay a tribute. Afterwards 
he returned to Medina, where he found the Am- 
baffadors of the City of Al-Laief, who turned 
Mufulmans. The main thing thofe Ambaffa- 
dors begged of him, was that he would allow 
them to keep for the {pace of three years their 
Idol, named 4A/-Lat. Mahomet denied their 
requeft. The Ambaffadors begged at leaft that 
the Idol fhould not be deftroyed but within a 
month : that very thing was alfo denied. Af- 
terwards they defired to be free from faying 
prayers : Mahomet anfwered them: 4 Religion 
without prayers bas nothing in it that is good. 
Two Mufulmans fet out with thofe Ambafla- 
dors to deftroy the Idol, the lofs of which oc- 
cafioned great lamentations among the wo 
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Mabomet ordered Abu-Becre to perform the 
Pilgrimage of Mecca. He fet out with three 
hundred men, and twenty Camels defigned for 
a Sacrifice. .Makomet fent after him 4/7, whom 
he ordered to read to the people the firft Verfes 
of the Surat, intitled Barat, that is, Immunity, 
Exemption. (bis part of the Alcoran allowed 
the Mufulmans, after a certain time, uot to keep 
the agreements which they bad made with men 


‘of another Religton, efpecially with Idolaters. ) 


Mahomet ordered alfo Ali to publifh thefe two 
orders : That after the expiration of a year, no 
one fhould go round the Temple, without put- 
ting on the facred Habit ; and that no Idolater 
fhould celebrate the Feaft of the Pélgrimage. 


‘Abu-Becre hearing this, returned to Medina, 


and asked Mahomet: Meffenger of God, is no 
Order come down from Heaven, which I ought 
to execute £¢ None, anfwered Mahomet. I re- 
ceive no divine Command, without proclaiming it 
myfelf, or getting it proclaimed by fome per{on of 
my Family. Abu-Becre, be contented to have 
been with me in the Cave, &c. Abu-Becre re- 
turned to Mecca, in order to perform the Ceree 
monies of the Pilgrimage ; and Ali executed 
the Orders juft now mentioned. 


In the tenth year of the Hegira, Mahomet 
received at Medina Ambafladors from all Ara- 
bia” The Inhabitants of Arabia the Happy, 
and the Kings of Hemiar, embraced his Reli- 
gion. 

He fet out from Medina for the Pilgrimage 
of Mecca, where he facrificed many viétims, 
and taught the Ceremonies to be obferved in 
that Immolation. At that time thefe words 
M 4 came 
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came down from Heaven : They * who deny your 
Religion, will be unhappy and miferable. Be igt 
therefore afraid of them; but fear me. I have 
this day fuifilled your Religion: I bave fulfilled 
my grace upon you ; and I will bave Mlamilm to 
be your Religion. Ina Difcourfe which Mabp. 
met made to the people, wherein he explained 
the Laws and Statutes of the Pilgrimage of 
Mecca, he ordered that the years fhould always 
confift of twelve months without Intercalation. 
After this Pilgrimage he returned to Medina. 


In the eleventh year of the Hegira, Mahomet 
fell fick in the houfe of his wife Zainaba. (The 
Arabian Writers fay that be died of a fever.) He 
lived by turns in the houfe of each of his wives: 
and when he grew worfe, he fent for then, 
and defired that he might go to the houfe of his 
wife Aiefba ; which they confented to. Prepa- 
rations were then making for a new Expedi- 
tion ; and though Mahomet was fick, yet he 
haftened the departure of the army. 

The fecond day of his illnefs, he went out of 
his houfe, and afcended the Pulpit ; and after 
having praifed God, he told the people: 0 
Men ! if I bave fcourged the back of any body to 
pieces, bere is my Back ; let bim require the fame 
from me. If 1 have defamed any body, let bim 
bikewife defame me. If I Lave unjuftly received 
money from any body, bere is my money ; let bim 
receive as much, Let no one be afraid of incur- 
ring my batred ; for it is uot my charatter. Af- 
rerwards defcending from the Pulpit, he {aid 
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the Noon-Prayer ; and as he was afcending the 
Pulpit again, fome body asked him three Drachms 
which he owed him. He paid them immedi- 
ately with ufury, faying ; Lhe difbonour of this 
world is much more tolerable, than the difbonour 
of the next world. Afterwards he prayed for 
his Companions, who had been killed at the 
battle of Obod, and begged the remiflion of 
their fins, He faid: God bas given to bis Ser- 
yaut the choice of this World, or of the things 
that are with bim ; and be bas chofen thofe things 
that are with God. Abu-Becre fhed tears, and 
fiid; We bave given thee a full power over our 
Souls. ; 

The Prophet’s illnefs encreafing, he faid: 
Bring me fome paper and ink, that I may write 
4 Boox for you, and that after my death you may 
not be continually in error. His friends difputed 
about it. Mahomet told them: Depart from me: 
it does not become you to difpute in the prefence of 
a Prophet. The Company faid : The Meffenger 
of God is certainly raving. Mr. Gagnier very 
well obferves, that *tis a furprifing thing, that 
Mabomet fhould have pretended to write a Book, 
fince the Mahometans are agreed that he could 
neither read nor write. If this be true, it feems 
to me that this difficulty cannot be refolved, 
but by fuppofing that Mabomet was light-head- 
ed; for it does not appear that he believed he 
could write on this occafion by a miraculous 
power. Being vifited by many people, he faid: 
Let me alone ; for, the things with which I am 
wholly taken up, are much better than thofe of 
which you difcourfe to me. He conftantly faid 
prayers before the people during his ficknels, 
fxcept three days, | 
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Mahomet died at fixty three years of age, jn 
the eleventh year of the Hegira, and the 6324 
of the Chriftian Ara. His wife Aiefha faid, tha 
when he expired, there was by him a Veffel ful] 
of water ; that he put his hand into it, and 
fprinkled fome water upon his face, {peaking 
thefe words : With my heavenly Companions, 
His wives beat their breafts and their faces. 

As foon as Mabomet died, moft of the Ar 
bians forfook his Religion, except the Inhabi- 
tants of Medina, Mecca and Al-Taief. 

Otab Governor of Mecca, hearing that Ma. 
bomet was dead, abfconded for fear of lofing his 
Life. There happened a great tumult in that 
Town ; and the Inhabitants were inclined toa 
rebellion. Sabail called them together, and 
{poke to them in thele words : Inhabitants of 
Mecca, you are the laft who have embraced Ifla- 
mifm : be not the firft who forfake it. Would this 
be acceptable to God? By this difcourfe he pre- 
vented their rebellion. 


What follows, is to be found in a Writer ci- 
ted by Abulfeda. The people (fays he) met xt 
Mabomet’s door, to fee him, and cried out: 
How can be die, fince be is our Witne/s before 
God ¢ No, no, be is not dead ; but be bas bev 
taken up like Fefus. Al-Abbas Mabomet’s Un- 
cle, told the people: By God, befides whom there 
is no otber God, bis Meffenger bas certainly taped 
death. , This expreffion is frequently to be found 
in the Alcoran. 

Ali, and fome other friends of Mahomet, walt- 
ed his dead body, which had a {weet odour. It 
was wrapped up with three gowns : they prayjee 
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for him, and then put his body into a Vault 
made on purpofe under his bed. 

Mabomet was a man of a middle fize : he had 
s large head, a thick beard, a red face, black 
eyes and fine hair. The Seal of Prophecy appear- 
ed between his fhoulders: it was a hairy Caran- 
aia, like a pidgeon’s egg. Mabomet was the 
moft intelligent of alt men: he had a happy 
memory ; he {poke little ; he was always chear- 
ful, of an eafy converfation, of an even tem- 
per, juft and equitable towards all men. He 
loved the Poor, and did not defpife them on 
account of their indigence, nor efteem the Rich 
by reafon of their wealth. He got the affection 
of great men by a familiar converfation : he 
was alfo familiar with his companions, and ne- 
ver faid any thing to them that was injurious. 
He heard patiently all thofe who defired to 
fpeak to him. He frequently vifited his com- 
panions, and enquired what paffed in the world. 
He milked his fheep, and made his own fhoes 
and oloaths. Mr. Gaguier obferves, that ac- 
cording to the Traditions, Mahomet did fome- 
times jeft, but always {poke the truth. A wo- 
man came to him one day, and told him: O 
Prophet ! pray to God that be would be pleafed to 
receive me into Paradife. Mahomet an{wered 
her: No old woman will enter into Paradife. She 
went away melting in tears. The Prophet meant 
that fhe would not enter into Paradife, without 
growing young again, agreeably to thefe words 
in the Alcoran * : Certainly we bave made old 
women new creatures: we have made them Vir- 
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gins, well beloved by their busbauds. An Ara. 
bian Author underftands this of the felicity of 
women in Paradife : he fays that whenever their 
busbands foall come near them, they will find them 
Virgins : he adds, that they will never get chil. 
aren. | 

It has been faid that Mabomet was a very fo 
ber man. Abulfeda cites an Author, who af. 
firms that the Meffenger of God tied a ftone clofe 
to bis belly, to ftay bis bunger. Mr. Gagnier has 
found in another Arabian Writer, that Mabomet 
ufed to fay : Lhere are two things in this world, 
with which I am extremely delighted, Women and 
Perfumes. °*Tis affirmed that whenever he faw 
a woman, he rubbed his forehead, and combed 
his‘ hair. . 

Ali the Children of Mahomet were born of 
his wife Chadigia, except Ibrabim whom he had 
by- Mary an Egyptian woman. JIbrabim died 
in his infancy. Mabomet had four Sons by Cba- 
digia, who allo died in their childhood, and 
four Daughters, the eldeft of which, named 
Fatema, wife of Ali, was the only one that fur- 
vived him. ‘ 

Abulfeda {ays that Mahomet had fifteen wives. 
( Authors are not agreed about the number of bis 
wives. It was a privilege of Mahomet, to have 
as many as be defired.) Nine of his wives out 
lived him, befides Afary his Concubine. 

I fhall fay nothing of Mabomet’s Secretaries, 
who writ down the Revelations of the Alco- 
ran: Abulfeda has only named them. This 
brings into my thoughts our late Prophets in 


London, who had alfo their Secretaries, by. 


whom their Revelations were devoutly fet down 
in writing,and carefully printed. Our Hiftorian fays 
that 
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that when Mabomet died, there were a hundred 
twenty four thoufand Mufulmans. 


This is the fubftance of the curious Hiftory 
of Mabomet, written by Abulfeda. Perhaps he 
was both a Fanatic and an Impoftor : thofe two 


| characters aré not inconfiftent upon feveral oc- 


cafions. 


To conclude : as we have in our Libraries 
not only the Collection of the Mahometan Tra- 
ditions, but alfo many other Arabic Books, in 
which Mabomet is mentioned at large ; all thofe 
Works might afford a fufficient number of ma- 
trials, to write a more complete Hiftory of 
Mabomet than thofe that have been publifhed 
hitherto. The queftion is, whether the Tradi- 
tions of the Mufulmans are more certain than 
thofe of the Jews, and even than many Tradi- 
tions of the Chriftians. Mr. Gaguier defigns to 
pinta French Hiftory of Mahomet, in two. Vo- 
limes in 12°. His Edition of Mabomet’s Life, 
written by Abulfeda, which, as I have already 
id, cgme out three years ago, is a folio-Book, 


=s only of 160 pagesy befides the Pre- 





Asa CLE 2A... 


PuBLir Ovipir Nasonis Opera omnia 
IV. Voluminibus comprehenfa ; cum 
integris Jacobi Micylli, Herculis Cio- 
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fani, & Daniclis Heinfii Notis, & Ni. 
colai Heinfii curis fecundis, & aliorum 


in fingulas Partes, partim integris, par- 
tim excerptis, adnotationibus, cura & 


ftudio PETRI BURMANNI, qui & {vas 


in omne Opus notas adjecit. Amfte- 
lodami, apud R. & J. Wetftenios, & G, 
South. 1727. 


That is, 


THe Works of Ovid, with the Notes 
of feveral Commentators, and thofe of 
PETER BURMAN. Amflerdam, 1727 
Four Volumes in 4to. 


N order to publifh this beautiful Edition of 
| Ovid, Mr. Burman has followed the Text 
of that of Nicolas Heinfius, 1668 ; but he has 
freqnently departed from it, for reafons ment 
oned in his Notes. He has confulted fome of 
the oldeft Editions, and thofe of Aldus, Gry- 
phius, Micyllus, Berfman, Daniel and Nicolas 
Heinfius, and others. He has inferted at length 
the Notes of Micyllus, (except upon the Jvis.) 
Ciofanus, Daniel and Nicolas Heinfius upon all the 
Works of Ovid. Thofe of Nicolas Heinfins, 
taken from his Original, are here at leaft one 
third part larger than before. Mr. Buarmav has 
aifo inferted fome Notes of Fauus Douza, which 
he has found in the margins of a Copy be 
longing to that learned man. As for the Con- 


mentaries upon feveral parts of Ovid’s Works, 
the 
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the learned Editor has generaliy been contented 
to fele€t the beft Notes. 


The Readers will find in the fourth Volume 
the Life of Ovid, written by feveral Authors, 
ind particularly by Mr. Majfon, who has made 
fome additions to it ; the Prefaces to fome of 
the former Editions ; and a very large In- 
dex. 

Mr. Burman hopes to publifh a larger Com- 
mentary upon Ovid. He fays that he might 
have made feveral obfervations upon that Poet, 
the Editions of his Works, and his Commen- 
tutors, which perhaps would not have been un- 
acceptable ; but he has not thought fit to do it 
now: “tis a misfortune for the Curious. 
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ARTICLE XXvV. 


TaE NEcEssttTy of Divine Revelation, 
- ond the Truth of the Chriftian Revela- 
SB tion afferted, in eight Sermons. To which 
) EM Prefixed a Preface, with fome Remarks 
1¢ fe % @ late Book, intitled, ‘The Scheme of 
y @ Literal Prophefy confidered, ec. By 
«3 JOHN Rocers, D. D. Canon Refiden- 
ch § “ary of Wells, and Chaplain to Hts 
e BM Royat Hicuness. London: Printed 
fr William and Fobn Innys, at the pte’ 
En 
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End of St. Paul's. 1727. ™m 8vo. page, 
222. : 


NZ to a long Preface, containing feye. 
é‘ ral Remarks upon the Work mentioned 
in the Title, the Readers will find in this Vo. 
Jume eight Sermons with the following titles. 
1. Revelation neceffary to fix a Rule of Mora. 
lity. 2. Revelation neceffary to afcertain a Re- 
ligion. 3. & 4. No internal objettion againft the 
Chrifian Revelation. §. Miracles a proper evi- 
dence of the Coriftian Revelation. 6. The Chri- 
fiian Revelatjon fully proved by Miracles. 
Mens love of their fins, the real caufe. of their 
averfion from Chriftianity. 8. Zhe rejetters of 
Chriftianity juftly condemned. 


I defigned to give, for a Specimen of this 
Work, an account of the third and fourth Ser- 
mons ; but afterwards confidering that the im- 
portance of the Subjects juft now mentioned, 
and their being treated of by an eminent and 
learned Divine, will raife the curiofity of the 
Public, I rather chufe to refer the Readers to 
the Book itfelf: which I would by no means 
do, if I was writing for foreign Readers. In 
this cafe, the new Work of the Reverend 
Dr. Rogers would afford me a very long Ar- 
ticle. 

























ARTICLE XXVI. 


A TREATISE of the Mechanical Powers, 
wherein the Laws of Motion, and the 
Properties of thofe Powers are explained 
and demonftrated in an eafy and familiar 
method. Being the Subftance of certain 
Difcourfes delivered at the Geometry-Le- 
Gure at Grefham-College. By ANDREW 
Motte. London: Printed for Benj. 
Motte, at the Middle-Temple-Gate, in 
Fleetfireet. 1727. in 8vo, pagg. 222. 
befides the Preface. 







[’ appears by the following Lines, that 
L Mr, Motte has been very careful to make 
limfelf eafily underftood ; which will be no 
inall advantage to his Readers. As this Trea- 
tile fays he, “ was written to be delivered by 
word of mouth only, the Writer thought it 
"beft to put what -he had to fay into a conve- 

nient Difcourfe, and not into the form ufed 

by Mathematicians ; making it his endeavour 

to find a way of expreffion as familiar and 
Is @f approaching to common fpeech as he could 
Conveniently ; aiming throughout at perfpi- 
Cuity rather than concifenefs. This proving 
Marcu 172", N not 
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** not unacceptable to fome hearers, it was ims. 
*¢ gined that it might chance to fall in with the 
*© tafte of other perfons ”. 

As for the method of this Work, the Author 
begins with the Laws of Motion, though he 
might have eafily fhowed the properties of the 
mechanical Powers, without treating of thofe 
Laws. But the importance of thofe principle 
being very great, and the underftanding of 
them a convenient, though not a neceflary in. 
troduction to this Treatife ; Mr. Motte is per. 
fuaded that the Readers will not be difpleafed 
to find them here. ‘Their extenfive ufe, as be. 
ing the foundation of all natural Philofophy, 
induced him to treat of them more diffufely than 
has hitherto been done ; partly for an introdu- 
étion to higher Speculations, ‘* and partly be 
“° caufe it has been his fortune to meet fome 
“* times with ingenious perfons, but not cor 
“* verfant in thefe matters, who have not fo 
“* readily underftood and affented to fome things 
a relating to them, as one would have expett: 
wager faa 

From thofe principles, the Author has de 
monftrated the properties of the mechanical 
Powers : he has avoided mathematical terms] 
as much as it could be done conveniently, and 
explained them where they happened to be nt 
ceffary. 

There is at the end a Difcourfe concerning 
the Sail, which, though not ufually reckoned 
with the other Powers, yet ought not to b& 
omitted, by reafon of its great ufe. There 5 
alfo fubjoined an Appendix, in which fome Pro 
pofitions, unavoidably expreffed in Geometric 


terms, are exemplified in numbers: this will 4T 
of 
a 
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éf fervice to the ungeometrical Reader, by ex- 
plaining the meaning and ufe of the Propofiti- 
ons, while he takes the proofs upon trutft. 

Befides thofe for whom this Work is imme- 
diately intended, who having already exercifed 
themfelves in pure Geometry, aré willing to 
make a further progrefs in the mathematical 
Sciences, the Author believes it will be ufeful 
to thofe who have gone through courfes of ex- 
periments, becaufe the fubject being here treat- 
ed of in the fame way of Difcourfe, in which 
the experiments are explained to them, and not 
in 4 mathematical method, they may refrefh 
their memory with fome things they have for- 

, or which they remember but imperfectly. 
Mr. Motte alfo bélieves that this Work will be 
of ufe to thofe, who are juft entring upon the 
ftudy of natural Philofophy, becaufe they will 
find the Laws of Motion, which are the ground 
of that Science, more largely explained than is 
commonly done ; which will prove a great ad- 
vantage to more difficult Speculations. 


This general view of the Author’s perform- 
ance, will give the Readers a favourable notion 
ofit ; and when they come to perufe this Work, 
they will find it one of the cleareft mathemati- 
cal Books that have been printed. 





ARTICLE XXVIL 


THomaz DEMPSTERI 4 Muresk Scoti Pans 
de@arum in Pifano Lyceo Profefforis or- 


dina- 


N 2 
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dinar DE ETRuRIA REGALI Libri 
feptem. Opus pofthumum 1n duas par- 
tes divifum. Florentiz. 1723. T'ypis 
Regie Celfitudinis, apud Foannem Caje- 
tanum Tartinium, & Sanétem Franchi. 
247, 


That is, 


Tue History of the Roya Etruria; 
by THomMAS DEMPSTER, Profeffor of 
Civil Law in the Univerfity of Pila, pul- 
lifhed by THOMAS COKE Efq;. Florence, 
1723. [wo Volumes in folio, page. 461. 
553. & 119, belides many Copper- 


Cuts. 


HOMAS Dempster, a Scotfman, is well 
known by many learned Books, a Cats 
logue of which has been inferted in the Preface 
prefixed to this Work. In the year 1616, he 
was made Profeffor of Civil Law in the Univer- 
fity of Pifz ; and it was then that he writ the 
Hiftory which makes the fubje& of this Art- 
cle. In 1619, being refolved to remove to Bi 
dogua, he left that learned Work in the hands of 
the Great Duke, by whofe order it had bee 
compofed, though he had not put the laft “ 
to it. Dei rier. died at Bologna in 1625, 3 
he had taught there polite? Learning for th 
{pace of feven years. Tis to the learned and 
‘generous Tomas Coke E{q; that we are nen ed 


tor che publication of this valuable Work, * ‘ 
of 
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for a valt number of Copper-cuts reprefenting 
the antient Monuments of Tufcany, collected: 
and engraved at his own charges. 

This pofthumous Work of Dempjfter is divi- 
ded into feven Books. 


In the firft, he treats of the antient Inhabi- 
tants of Etruria, of the Soil, &c. of the Gods 
and Religion of the Etrurians, of their Laws, 
Language, Policy, &c. 

The fecond Book concerns the antient Kings 
of Etruria. 


The third is a curious account of thofe things 
that were invented by the Etrurians, many of 
which the Romans borrowed from them. 


The fourth Book, which is no lefs curious, 
contains an hiftorical Geography of the antient 
Towns of Etruria. 


In the fifth, the Author defcribes thofe anti- 
ent Towns that are ftill extant. 


In the fixth, he gives an account of thofe 
Towns, that were bailt in Tufcany after the de- 
clenfion of the Roman Empire. 


The feventh and laft Book is a fhort Hiftory 
of the Houfe of Medicis. 


This general notion of the nature of this 
Work will not fail to raife the curiofity of the 
Learned. It it full of quotations out of anti- 
ent Authors : Dempffer advances nothing with- 
Out an authority for it : befides, he has inferted 
many antient Infcriptions. ‘The antient Town 
called Volinii, being the firft that occurs to my 
mind, I fhall, for a Specimen, give: an accourit 
of what the Author fays about it. on 

} 
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Volfinti was one of the twelve celebrated Ci. 
ties of Etruria. It is now called Bolfena, and 
lies in the way to Rome, not far from a Lake 
of the fame name. It appears from feveral paf- 
fages in Livy, that the Volfinians were a power- 
ful and rich people. That Hiftorian fays that 
after a truce of forty years, their Town was ta- 


ken by the Romans. Its fituation at the foot of 


a fteep mountain, and its being fecured by a 
Lake and thick woods, kept it a long time trom 
being attacked. : 


Fuvenal Sat. 3. Vv. 191. 


Aut pofitis nemorofa inter juga Volfiniis, aut 
Simplicibus Gabiis. 


Tt was then that Vortumnus, or Vortunus, a God 
of the Etrurians, was carried to Rome, 3s 
Dempfter has fhown in two other places of this 
Work. | | 





Propertius Lib. 4. Eleg. 2. 


Tufcus ego, &3 Tufcis orior, nec penitet inter 
Prelia, Volfcinos deferuiffe focos. 


Pliny fays, that when Volfinié was deftroyed, 
many Statues of the Gods were carried to Rome. 
That Writer fays alfo, that the Goddefs Nortia, 
or Nurtia, was in great veneration among the 
Volfinians ; that they invented mili-ftones ; that 
a Monfter made a great ravage among them ; 
and that their City was burnt by Lightning. 
Afterwards Dempfer takes notice of the in- 
folence of the Slaves and Freedmen of the Vo 
fiuians, who took by force the Government - 
bien) cr ) their 
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their hands, and ufed their Mafters and Patrons 
in the moft unworthy manner, {fo far as to make 
q Law, that none of their daughters fhould mar- 
ry, before fome of them had obtained the laft 
favour from thofe Virgins : for which they were 
punithed by the Romans, at the requeft of the 
Volfiutans. 

In the next place, the Author obferves that 
Sejanus, the favourite of Zzberius, was born at 
Yolintz ; and upon this occafion he clears a pa{- 
fige of ‘Fuvenal, and fhows a miftake of the an- 
tient Scholiaft upon that Poet. 

Dempfter concludes with faying, that Bolfena 
was formerly an Epifcopal City. It is now a 
mere Village. : 

The Readers may in fome meafure judge of 
the ufefulnefs of this Work by this fhort Speci- 
men. If we had many fuch Books, they would 
be of great ufe to compofe a good Hiforical 
Geography, which is a Work very much wanted, 


Many antient Monuments of Etruria, in 93 
Copper-cuts finely engraved, have been added 
to Dempfter’s Work, at the expence of Mr. Coke, 
as have already faid ; and there are at the end 
of the fecond Volume fome Explications and 
Conjectures upon thofe curious monuments by 
Mr. Bonarota. 'That learned man fays, that by 
the fingle authority of thofe monuments, or by 
comparing them together, he has difcovered 
Many things relating to the old Etrurians, and 
hot to be found in the antient Writers. He 
adds, that he has only undertaken to explain 
luch monuments as were truly wrought by Etru 
tian artificers. Laftly, Mr. Bonarota fays, that 
he has undertaken a difficult task, by reafon of 
the filence of the antient Authors about the 
Guftoms of the Etrurians, and becaufe though — 
N 4 many 
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many of thofe monuments are attended with In. 
{criptions, yet they have not been underftood hi. 
therto, and therefore can be of no ufe to ex. 
plain the monuments. He believes that fince 
he has had no other help but the monuments 
themfelves, the Learned will excufe him, if his 
explications do not always appear fatisfactory to 
them. ‘This performance of Mr. Bonarota will 
be read with great pleafure by the Lovers of 
Antiquity. 


What I have faid of this pofthumous Work 
of Dempfter, is fufficient for thofe who have not 
yet feen it. That Work deferves to have a place 
in the Libraries of the Curious. ve 


ARTICLE XXVIII 


A PAPER intitled: Some thoughts to be 
enlarged upon, in anfwer to my Friend's 


Letter. (This is all that I can fay about 
this Paper, ) 


Dear Sir, 


ovr laft Letter has been very acceptable 

to me. The reflexion you make upon 

the conduct of fome of your neighbours, is ve 
ry judicious, viz. that drunkennefs is one of 
the moft odious vices, a man of fenfe and 
good parts can be guilty of And indeed, Sit; 
it fhould be the vice of none but fools and ftupid 
yen, 
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men. Reafon teaches us that exceffive drink- 
ing is a very ill thing, and Nature tells us when 
we have drunk enough : fo that we have two 
conftant monitors upon that head. (Something 
bere about bis going to Ma/s.) 

You have always been very dutiful to your 
Parents ; which is one of the greateft figns of 
true virtue. You might well ufe thefe words of 
Atticus : Nunquam in gratiam cum matre redii: 
and you will doubtlefs obferve by the by, that 
this is a very polite expreffion. ( Cornel. Nepos, 
in Vita Attict.) Your mother commends you 
very much for your dutifulnefs. 

You do very well to chufe your company. 


_ The happinefs of your life will in a great mea- 


{ure depend upon that choice. 

You are in poffeflion of your Father’s eftate. 
Remember the Poor, whether they be Prote- 
ftants or Roman-Catholics, efpecially thofe that 
are called /es Pauvres bonteux, who are afhamed 
to difcover their poverty. 

I hear that feveral people are grown irreligi- 
ous, fince they have been forced to go to Mafs 
againft their confcience. You know, my dear 
Friend, that there is a Religion which is always 
the fame, unalterable, independent upon the 
will of Princes and crafty Ecclefiaftics, inde- 
pendent upon all the viciffitudes of this world. 
You muft needs have obferved that all perfecu- 
ting Clergymen are enemies to Reafon: they 
exprefs a contempt for that divine Light, 
which enlightens all Men. You will hear 
them exclaim againft Reafon, inorder to 
Maintain the extravagant doétrines of the 
Church of Rome. An unpardonable trick ! 
Stand upon your guard in this refpeét. We 


‘have in England by the grace of God many 
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rational Divines, who undertake glorioufly to 
prove the Reafonablenefs of the Chriftian Re. 
ligion, and do it with an admirable fuccefs. It 
were to be wifhed, that an able Hand would 
write a Book, to fhow how much Chriftianity 
has fuffered by the indignities and affronts that 
have been put upon Reafon. 

Think frequently of the Supreme Being, 
Adore his divine perfeétions, and endeavour 
to imitate him by a life agreeable to his 
will, 

A man may repent of many things ; but he 
will never repent of having taken pains to im- 
prove his knowledge. 

Avoid difputing in converfation, efpecially 
when you perceive that a man difputes out of 
vanity, and without any defign of being better 
informed. Difputes are generally inconfiftent 
with politenefs. , 

I know you will affift your unfortunate Pa- 
rents, as much as you can. If they had been 
as lukewarm as you are, you would not be in 
pofleffion of their eftate. Dear Friend, don’t 
take it ill, if I exhort you with the greateft 
earneftnefs to get as much money as you can, 
and to retire into England. A good confcis 
ence-——Hypocrify —— 


ARTICLE XXIX. 


1 REMARK upon @ paffage in Cicero, de 
Natura Deorum, Lib. I. n, 32. 
I nave 
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wave faid above, pag. 155, that two Le- 

&ures of Logic, publifhed by Mr. Faccio- 
ati, Profeffor at Padua, are very much efteem- 
ed. ‘The Authors of the Memoirs of Trevoun 
have feen the fecond of thofe Lectures, and 
given an account of it in March 172”. That 
Piece, confifting of 32 pages in 8vo, is intitled 
De Inexplicabilibas * Acroafis U1, and was deliver- 
edin December 1725. In that Difcourfe, Mr. Fac- 
tilati has made a Remark upon a paflage of C/- 
cero, in his Treatife de Natura Deorum : I have 
thought fit to infert it here out of the Memoirs 
of Trevoux. 


The common Reading of that paffage is this. 
Adjungis, nec rationem effe nifi in hominis figura. 
Quem tibi boc daturum putas? Si enim hoc ita 
effet, quid opus erat te gradatim iftuc pervenire ¢ 
Quid autem eft iftuc gradatim? Sumpfiffes jure 
wo. ‘Thefe two laft members are not under- 
food. Or rather, there is no connection in 
them. Dr. Davies reads: Quod autent eft iftue 
gradatim fumpfiffes jure. Others will have it to 
be: Quid autem eft ifiuc? Gradatim f{umpfiffes 
jure: which makes no fenfe. Mr. Walker and 
Mr, Boubier (Prefident of the Parliament of 
Dijon) leave out thefe words: Quid autem eft 
ifiuc gradatim ¢ and pretend they were not writ- 
ten by Cicero. Mr, Facciolaté fays, that the 
Copifts have tranfpofed thefe words, Sumpfiffes 
jure tuo. He fets them in their proper place, 
and reads : §i enim ita effet, quid opus erat te 
Sradatim iftuc pervenire ? Sumpfiffes jure suo. Quid 
autem eff iftuc gradatim? Nam, &c. If it be 
fo, {ays Cotta, that is, if there is no reafon but 
in what has the figure of Man, what necef- 


“3 That is, of infoluble Arguments. 
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fity was there for you to prove it, and to come 
to it by degrees ? You would have fuppofed it 
to be true, as you might very well do, as you 
had a right todo. Befides, if thefe words, Quid 
autem eft iftue gradatim ¢ are left out, the Nam 
that follows, will have no connection with what 
goes before : whereas, admitting the correction 
propofed by Mr. Facciolati, the whole context 
is very coherent. I believe, the Critics will ap. 
prove the Remark of that Profeffor. 


ARTICLE XXX, 
THE CREDIBILITY of the Gofpel-Hiffory: 


or, the Fats occafionally mentioned in the 
New Teftament, confirmed by paffages of 
antient Authors, who were contemporary 
with our Saviour or his Apoftles, or lived 
near their time. With an Appendix con- 
cerning the time of Herod’s death, By 
NATHANIEL LARDNER. London: 
Printed for Fobn Chandler, at the Crof- 
Keys in the Poultry, 1727. Two Vo 
Jumes in 8vo. page. §34 & 400. befides 


the Preface, the Introduction, and two 
Tables, 
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very neat account of his defign in his 
Preface. Whatever argument (fays he) is 
made ufe of in favour of Chriftianity, whether 
the purity of its doctrine, the accomplifhment 
of antient prophecies, the predictions and mi- 
racles of our Saviour and his Apoftles, or the 
peculiar circumftances of the propagation of the 
Gofpel, it is neceffary that we fhould know the 
truth of the things related in the New Tefta- 
ment. 

The evidence of the truth of any Hiftory is 
either internal or external. The internal evi- 
dence depends on the probability of the things 
related, the confiftence of the feveral parts, and 
the plainnefs and fimplicity of the narration, 
The external evidence confifts of the concur- 
rence of other antient Writers of good credit, 
who lived in or near the time in which any 
things are faid to have happened, and who bear 
teftimony to the Books themfelves, their Au- 
thors, or the facts contained in them. 

Every ferious and attentive Reader is able, in 
agreat meafure, to judge of the internal marks 
of credibility of the Hiftory contained in the 
New Teftament ; though he may be very much 
afifted by the obfervations of thofe who are 
more curious or judicious than himfelf. And 
for this purpofe, many excellent Writings have 
been publifhed with very great advantage in our 
own and other modern languages. 

The external evidence of the truth of any 
antient Hiftory, and particularly of the Go/pei- 
Hifory, lies not fo much within the reach of 
the generality of mankind. And though in 
fome modern Defenfes of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, 


T Author of this learned Work gives a 
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gion, there have been appeals and references 
made to other antient Authors, yet thofe ap. 
peals have not been fo diftinct, full and ex. 
prefs, as might have been wifhed. The Writer 
has fuppofed his Reader learned ; and not pro- 
ducing at length the teftimonies he appeals to, 
the faith of the unlearned, as to this part of the 
evidence for Chriftianity, is ftill refolved very 
much into the credit and authority of the Apo- 
logift. Ay re 

The peculiar defign of this Work is to er- 
ble perfons of ordinary capacities, who, for 
want of a learned education, or of fufficient 
leifure, are deprived of the advantage of read- 
ing over antient Writings, to judge for them- 
felves concerning the external evidence of the 
facts related in the New Teftament. 

At prefent, Mr. Larduer offers only the evi- 
dence of the facts occafioually mentioned in the 
Books of the New Teftament, intending here- 
after to treat of the Priucipal fats in a like 
manner. 

The method he obferves in this Work, is to 
fet down in the firft place the reprefentation 
which the facred Writers have given of Per- 
fons, Faéts, Cuftoms or Principles ; and then to 
produce paffages of other Antient Writers, which 
confirm or illuftrate the account delivered in the 
New Teftament. 

Where-ever the matter treated of is of any 
{fpecial importance, or where-ever there is any 
ambiguity, or any peculiar beauty or emphafis 
in the ftyle and expreffion of the Authors he 
quotes, he has placed their original words at 
the bottom of the page. He has added likewife 
here and there fome fhort notes for the benefit 
of the unlearned Reader. 
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The point Mr. Lardner was to make out, is 
the credibility of the Go/pel-Hiftory ; and to 
that he has confined himfelf. But he fays that 
no one may hence furmife that he gives up the 
infpiration of the Books of the New Tefta- 
ment. Nor is he aware that he has in the leaft 
weakened any argument, that they were written 
under a fpecial direction and influence of the 
Spirit of God. However he thinks, that if the 
Gofpel-Hiftory be credible, the truth of the 
Chriftian Religion cannot be contefted. 

Laftly, the Author hopes his performance 
may be of ufe to remove, or abate the preju- 
dices of fome, to confirm others upon a good 
foundation in the belief of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, and in their high efteem for the Writers 
of the New Teftament, and to enable them to 
read thofe Writers with new pleafure and 
profit. 

My Readers begin to perceive by this ac- 
count of the Author’s Preface, that his Work 
runs upon very important fubjeéts, and that he 
exprefles himfelf with great perfpicuity. 


I proceed to his Introduftion. The Hiftory 
of the New Teftament (fays Mr. Larduer) has, 
in an eminent degree, all the internal marks 
and characters of credibility. The Writers ap- 
pear honeft and impartial, they feem to have 
fet down very fairly the exceptions and reflexi- 
ons of enemies, and to have recorded without 
teferve the weakneffes, miftakes, or even greater 
faults, which they themfelves, or any of their 
own number engaged in the fame defign with 
them, were guilty of. There is between the 
four Evangelifts an harmony, hitherto unparal- 
leled, between fo many perfons who have all 
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writ of the fame times or events. The leffer 
differences, or feeming contradictions, ' which 
are to be found in them, only demonftrate they 
did not write with concert. The other parts of 
the New Zefament concur with them in the 
fame Faéts and Principles. 'Thefe are things 
obvious to all, who read the Books of the New 
Teftament with attention. 

But it muft be an additional fatisfaétion, to 
find that thofe Writers are fupported in their 
narration by other approved Authors of diffe 
rent characters, who lived at or near the time 
in which the Fatts, related by the Evangelifts, 
are {uppofed to have happened. 

It is plainly the defign of the Hiftorians of 
the New Teftament to relate the ations of Je- 
fus Chrift, chiefly thofe of his public miniftry ; 
and to give an account of his death and refur- 
rection, and of fome of the firft fteps by which 
the doctrine, he had taught, made its way in 
the world. But though this was their main de- 
fign, and they have not undertaken to give us 
the political ftate or hiftory of the countries in 
which thefe things were done ; yet in the courle 
of their narration, they have been led unavoid- 
ably to mention many perfons ef note, and to 
make allufions and references to the cuftoms and 
opinions of the people, whom Jefus Chrift and 
his Apoftles were concerned with. 

Here are therefore two kinds of Faéts, Prin- 
cipal and Occafional. The principal Facts are 
the birth, and preaching of obn the Bapti/, 
the miraculous conception and birth, the dif- 
courfes, miracles, prediGtions, crucifixion, re- 
furrection and afcenfion of Jefus Chrift ; the 
miffion of the Apoftles, the defcent of the esoly 

! Gho 





 —_— ao s/,S—s ? elt re UCU Oh—C(iéiCr RE !/. ee a | a 


——> ep “=e. de Ses em S.hlUetlU OH 


Sa 4 


Zs fl Caw se 





Art.30. Of LITERATURE. 213 


Ghoft upon them, and the other atteftations 
which were given to the divine authority of Je- 
fus Chrift, and the truth of his doétrine. The 
things occafionally mentioned are the ftate and 
character of the Princes and Governors, in 
whofe times thefe events are placed ; the ftate 
of the Jews, their opinions and practices, as alfo 
thofe of other people to whom the Apoftles 
came. 

The Facts related in the New Teftament are 
all (except fome few mentioned in the Book of 
the Revelations ) fuppofed to have come to pafs 
before the deftruction of Ferufalem, which hap- 

in the feventieth year of the Chriftian 
£ra,. And thefe Hiftorians do throughout main- 
tain the character of perfons perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the matters of which they write. 

Two of thefe Books, the Gofpels of St. Mate 
thew and St. Fcbn, bear the names of perfons 
who are faid to have been prefent at a good part 
of thofe tranfactions they give an account of. 
St. Mark writes as one fully mafter of his fub- 
yet ; and St. Luke affirms exprefly, that he bad 
t perfect underftanding of al things from the very 
ff, and that he was able to write in order of 
thofe things he undertook to relate. In thefe 
four pieces we have the Hiftory of between thir- 
'yand forty years, from the vifion of Zecharias 
nthe Temple at Jerufalemy to the Afcenfion of 
Jelus Chrift. 

We have alfo a Book called the Aéfs of the 
4pftles, afcribed to the laft mentioned Wri- 
5 in which is contained the Hiftory of ma- 
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ny wonderful events, which followed the refur. 
reétion and afcenfion of Chrift. If he had 
perfect underftanding of all things from the ve. 
ry beginning of the Gofpel of Chrift, he may 
be well fuppofed throughly acquainted with thefe 
later events, as nearer his own time. And in- 
deed, in a great part of this work he fuftaing 
the character of an eye-witneis. 

Our Author omits, for the. prefent, the par- 
ticular confideration of the Principal Faéts of 
this Hiftory, and the direét and pofitive attefta- 
tions given to the truth of them (as well as to 
the genuinenefs of thefe Writings) by a grea 
number of perfons, who lived near the time in 
which they are fuppofed to have happened, and 
who after a ferious and diligent enquiry were 
convinced of the truth of them, and upon the 
ground of that perfuafion renounced the princi- 
ples of their education, and ever after conftant- 
ly maintained and profeffed the truth of the 
facts and principles e¢ontained in thefe Books, 
with great hazard of their eafe, reputation, 
eftates and lives. The Author, I fay, omitting 
the particular confideration of thefe things, takes 
a view of thofe Faéts only, which are occali- 
onally mentioned in the New Teftament, and 
enquires into the external evidences of the truth 
of them. . 

If it appears (fays he) from other Writers, 
that our facred Hiftorians have miftaken the 
people and affairs of the time, in which, ac 
cording to their own account, the things they 
relate, happened ; it will be an argument that 
they did not write till fome confiderable time 4! 
terwards. But if upon enquiry there is an agree- 
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doubted authority, not in fome few, but in ma- 
ny, in all the particulars of this kind which they 
have mentioned ; it will be a very ftrong pre- 
fumption that they wrote at, or very near the 
time, in which the things they relate, are -faid 
to have happened. 

‘This will give credit to the other, the main 
parts of their narration. An Hiftory written 
and publifhed near the time of any events, is 
credible, unlefs there appear fome particular 
views of intereft ; of which there is no evidence 
in the prefent cafe, but auite the contrary. 

The Evangelical Hiftory is the Hiftory of 
many great and wonderful works, done in fome 
of the beft peopled and moft frequented parts of 
the Earth. ‘They are related with very parti- 
cular circumftances of time and place ; and fome 
of them are {aid to have been done in the pre- 
fence of great numbers of people. Here is with- 
al an account of Proceedings and Sentences of 
Courts of Judicarure in Cities of the firft rank, 
at-times of the greateft and moft general re 
fort ; and of fome difcourfes made before per 
fons (next under the Roman Emperor ) of the 
higheft rank and diftin€tion. One manifeft de- 
fign of the whole is to overthrow the religious 
tenets, then generally received inthe world. It 
is written in the language, not of fome obfcure 
kingdom, but of a learned and numerous peo- 
ple, underftood at that time by all the polite, 
and by many others in every part of the known 
world. For any men to publifh fuch an Hiftory 
of fuch things as lately done, if not punétually 
tue, would have been to expofe themfelves to 
an eafy confutation, and certain infamy. 

Mr. Lardner propofes therefore to give 4. 
long enumeration of particulars, occafionally 
Oz mene 
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mentioned by the Writers of the New Tefta. 
ment, in which they are fupported by Authors 
of the beft note ; and then, in anfwer to feve 
ral objections, he will endeavour to fhow, that 
they are not contradicted in the reft. 

Qur Author concludes, that if he fucceeds in 
this attempt, here will be a good argument for 
the genuinenefs of thefe Writings, and for the 
truth of the Principal Faéts contained in then ; 
diftinét from the exprefs and pofitive teftimonies 
of Chriftian Writers, and the conceffions of ma- 
ny others. 


I hope, no one will think I have too much 
enlarged upon the Author’s IJntroduczion. All 
the things juft now mentioned, appeared to me 
fo material, that I could not omit them. This 
account of the Author’s Preface and Introdv- 
tion is fufficient alone to make the Readers 
fenfiblc, that he is well qualified to defend the 
Chriftian Religion, and that he writes with an 
admirable temper, and great politenefs. Tis 
likely, he believes that hard words will never 
convert any Unbeliever. 


An account of the Sir Volume. 


It is divided into XI Chapters, of which I 
fhall give the contents. 1. Of Princes and Go- 
vernors mentioned in the New Teftament. 2 
Of the Stare of the Jews in Fadea, during the 

‘miniftry of our Saviour and his Apoftles. 3. 0! 
the State of the ‘Jews out of Judea. 4. Con 
cerning the Jewith Sects and the Samaritans. 
5. Of the Jews and Samaritans expectation, 
and their idea of the Meffizh. 6. Of the great 
‘corruption of the Jewifh people. 7. ‘The ci 
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cumftances of our Saviour’s laft Sufferings. 8. 
Of the treatment which the Apoftles and other 
Difciples of Jefus met with from Jews and Gen- 
tile. 9. Concerning divers opinions and pra- 
ftices of the Jews. ro. Roman cuftoms men- 
tioned in the New Teftament. 11. Three re- 
markable Facts, 


I. In the firft Chapter, the Author fhows that 

ofepbus and Heathen Authors have made men- 
tion of Herod, Archelaus, Poutius Pilate, and 
other perfons of note, whofe names we meet 
with in the Go/pels and Alts of the Apoftles, and 
have delivered nothing material concerning their 
characters, pofts, or honours, that is different 
from what the Writers of the New YLefament 
have faid of them. ‘This Chapter is worth read- 
ing. I cannot enlarge upon it ; I fhall only take 
notice of the following paflage. 


_ St. Luke fays-that Herod (Agrippa) was eaten 
of worms. This is not mentioned by Fofephus ; 
and it has been fuppofed by fome to be a confi- 
derable objection againft St. Luke's account. 
Mr. Larduer believes that it is without any good 
tealon. For (fays he) the diftemper of -which 
this Herod Agrippa died, was, according to Fo- 
fepbus’s own defcription of it, véry—like that of 
Herod his Grandfather ; who, befides other dif- 
orders, was afflifted with violent pains in his 
bowels, and an ulcer which bred worms ¢ And 
itis not at all unlikely that Agrippa’s cafe was, 
in this laft refpeét alfo, very much the fame 
with that of Herod the Great. I fhould think, 
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purfues Mr. Lardner, that moft perfons muft be 
afhamed to reprefent the omiffion of this parti- 
cular in [olen as an obje€tion of any mo- 
ment. ‘The diftempers of great men are feldom 
particularly defcribed. A certain delicacy often 
reftrains men from making mention of fuch 
matters, and efpecially Hiftorians are fhy of re- 
lating them concerning Princes, in whofe ho- 
nour they are interefted. : 

This is a very ingenious reflexion ; and I be- 
lieve, as Mr. Larduer does, that the objection 
juft now mentioned, is very inconfiderable. The 
fame might be faid of feveral other objections ; 
for, it frequently happens that thofe who raife 
difficulties againft the New Teftament, are not 
very lucky in their choice of them. I have heard 
of a late Gentleman, who was continually ob- 
jetting the Difcourfe of St. Stephen, in the fe 
venth Chapter of the Alts of the Apoftles. It 
was his great obje€tion : he prétended that this 
firft Martyr {poke at random, and that no body 
could tell what he aimed at. Suppofe it were 
fo, (which I am far from granting, ) would it 
be a furprifing thing, that a man caaght, and 
brought in a hurry to the Council by a violent 
mob, fhould fpeak a little out of the way? I 
conclude therefore that this is a frivolous ob- 
jection. 


If. In the fecond Chapter, the Author fhows 
at large that the Jews in ‘fudea had not the 
power of life and death, from thé preaching of 
fobn the Baptift, to our Savionr’s Refurrettion : 
though they practiced their own religious rites, 


worfhipped at the Temple and in their Syna- 
gogues, followed their own cuftotis,’ and lived 
very much according to their own laws. They 
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had their High Priefts, a Council or Senate, and in- 
fiéted leffer punifhments : they could apprehend 
men, and bring them before the Council, and 
if a guard of Soldiers was needful, could be af- 
fited by them, upon asking the Governor : they 
could bind men, and keep them in cuftody : the 
Council could fummon witneffes, take exami- 
nations, and when they had any capital offen- 
ders, carry them before the Governor. - This 
Governor ufually paid a regard to what they of- 
fered, and if they brought evidence of the 
faét, pronounced Sentence according to their 
laws. But he was the proper Judge in all ca- 
pital caufes. 

In the next period, from our Saviour’s refur- 
rection to the reign of Herod mentioned in the 
twelfth Chapter of the Adés of the Apoftles, our 
Author obferves, that during that time, no no- 
tice is taken of any Roman Officer or Prefident 
in Fudea. However, it does not follow from 
thence, that there was none all this time. In 
this period, fays Mr. Lardner, all that evidently 
appears to have been done bya proper autho- ~ 
tity of the chief Priefts and Council of the 
Jews, are imprifonment, fcourging in the Sy 
nagogue, and in fome public place, and haraf- 
fing in fuch a manner, as to oblige men to 
leave ‘Fudea. St. Stephen is put to death ; but 
it-feems to have been in a tumultuous mane 
ner. , 
_ However, it muft be allowed, that this wa 
atime of very heavy fufferings for the follow 
€tsof Jefus. And one would be apt to fuppofe 
that for a good part of this period, the Jews 
had no Roman Governor refiding among them, 
or if they had, that he connived at fome difor- 
ders ; or elfe that their Zea] renderéd them fo 
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tumultuous, that he was not able to keep things 
in good order among them. 

The third period is the Regu of this Herod 
the King. ‘The account we have of the tranf- 
actions in this period, is contained in the twelfth 
Chapter of the Aéfs of the Apofiles. There is 
no difficulty in it. Every order and act of this 
Herod, his killing Fames with the fword, impri- 
foning Peter with intent to bring him forth to 
the people, commanding the Keepers to be put to 
death, is an undeniable proof of his fovereign 
authority at this time in ‘Fudea. 

The fourth period reaches from the reign of 
this Herod, to the conclufion of the Evangeli- 
cal Hiftory. Mr. Lardner fhows, that during 
that time, the Romans had a fupreme power 
over the Jews, at leaft in civil matters. 

All thofe things are well proved by the Wii- 
tings of the New Teftament, and by thofe of 
other antient Authors. And therefore Mr. Lard- 
ner rightly obferves, that every Reader will now 
be able to perceive the beauty and propriety ot 
St. Peter’s ftyle, as well as the reafonablenels 
ot his advice to the Strangers (cattered through- 
out Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Afia and Bitly- 
nia *, Provinces, or parts of Provinces of the 
Roman Empire : Submit yourfelves to every or 
dinance of man for the Lord’s fake, whether it 
be to the Kine Cit fhould be rendered Empe- 
ror, fays Mr. Lardner) as fupreme, or unto Go- 
VERNORS, 4@5 unto them that are fent by bin 
(from Rome) for the punifbment of evil doers, 
and for the praife of them thet do well}. Here 
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is an exact defcription of the power and autho- 
rity, which the Prefidents of Provinces were 
invefted with, for the adminiftration of jue 


ftice. 


_ Ji. Mr. Lardner proceeds to defcribe the 
State of the Jews out of Fudea. There is in 
this Chapter fome curious obfervations upon the 
Jews praying by the water-fide. 


IV. What the Author fays of the Jewith 
Se€ts and the Samaritans, will be read with plea- 


{ure. 


V. In the fifth Chapter, our Author having 
fhowed that the Jews expected that the Meffiah 
fhould be a King, a temporal Deliverer, makes 
feveral important reflexions upon it. 


1. It appears from thence, why our Saviour 
often forbade men to publifh the cures he had 
wrought upon them ; why he fo often moved 
from one place to another ; why he fo rarely 
affirmed in exprefs terms, in the hearing of the 
people, that he was the Chrift. Whilft they 
had fo ftrong a perfuafion, that the Meffiah 
would be a temporal deliverer, there was a ne- 
ceflity for this conduct. It was impoffible other- 
wile to avoid giving umbrage to the Roman 
Government, and to hinder the people from 
aftually making attempts that would have expor 
fed them to juftice. ‘Fe/us therefore contented 
= with declaring that the Kingdom of 

€aven was at hand, that the Father had fent 
him, that he was he of whom Mo/es and the 
Prophets had written ; that he was blefled who 
ould not be offended in him (all which iehey 
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knew to be characters of the Meffiah ) and tha 
he wrought miracles, preached righteoufnefs, anq 
endeavoured to correét their falfe fentiments ang 
corrupt affections. In a word, it was neceflary 
he fhould do, juft as he did, according to the 
divine.character he fuftains throughout the Go- 
{pels. 

: 2. We fee here the ground of the different 
re{pect, that was fhowed to Fobn the Baptift and 
Fefus. Many * of the Pharifees and Sadducees 
came to the Baptifm of Fobn : and it feems that 
there was a general refort of others. And for 
fome time afterwards, it was dangerous to deny 
the validity or authority of his Baptifm : for al 
held John to be a Prophet}. Their genetal ex- 
pectation of the Meffiah raifed their attention 
to _ But their notion of the Meffiab dif- 
gufted them againft Jefus. Fobn (fays our 
Lord to them) was a burning and fhining light, 
and ye were willing for a feafon to rejoice in bis 
light \|. They had no doubt, but that a. very 
great perfon was coming among them ; and they 
were pleafed to hear Fobn fay, that he was his 
forerunner : but when Jefus came, he was not 
fuch a perfon as they wifhed for. 

3. We fee here the reafon of the different re- 
ception given to Fefus by the Pharifees, and 
the people. The fame notion feems to have been 
commen to all, and the paffion of the people for 
Liberty was as warm, as that of the Pharifees 
for power and grandeur. But the people could 
not fee very far, and they hoped, even con- 
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rary to prefent appearances, that Fe/us might 
fome time undertake the deliverance they want- 
ed. But the Phari/ees, who had more pene- 
ration, faw from the beginning, that Fe/us was 
aman free from all worldly ambition. His pe- 
culiar bleffings were all beftowed on the poor in 
rit, the meek, and thofe that were perfecuted 
for righteonfne/s fake : he exhorted men to pray, 
it give alms in fecret, to entertain the poor, 
the maimed, the balt, the blind, in hopes of be- 
ing recompenfed at the refurrection of the juft ; and 
he openly neglected the traditions of the Elders. 
They could be fure from thence, that ‘Fe/us did 
not intend to enrich his followers by worldly 
conquefts ; that his doétrine was no preludium 
toan univerfal temporal Empire ; and: that ac- 
cording to thefe meafutes, their darling princi- 
ples, inftead of prevailing, would be for ever 
difgraced. ‘Therefore thefe men purfued him, 
almoft univerfally, with an uninterrupted courfe 
of fecret, or open malice. 

4. This notion of theirs gives us the reafon 
why many owned Jefus for a time, and then for- 
fook him. ‘They came in to him, upon the 
luppofition of his being a temporal Deiiverer of 
the Jewifh nation. But by his conduét, or 
fome things they heard from him, they were 
convinced they had gone upon a wrong foun- 
dation. — 

5. The fame notion does alfo account for 
that fudden change in the people at the con- 
clufion of our Saviour’s miniftry. They at- 
tend him with great ftate into Ferafalem ; and 
a few days after, they cry out, Not this man, 
but Barabbas. Here follows the reafon of ir. 
His not affuming then the’ character of a tem- 
poral Prince, or at Jeaft, not giving them a 
ign 
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fign of Liberty, had been a vaft difappointment, 
and left a deep refentment ; which rendered 
them fufceptible afterwards of the worft im. 
preflions from the chief Priefts and Pharifees. 

6. The particulars above mentioned may help 
us to conceive the truth of what is related, 
Alts y. 26. Then went the captain with the off. 
cers, and brought them without violence ; for they 
feared the people, left they foould bave been ftoned, 
Strange | That they fhould now have fuch a 
zeal and affection tor the difciples of Fe/us, 
whom they had fo lately defired with loud voices 
to be crucified, as to be ready to do violence 
to the Officers of the Council for their fecu- 
rity. But however ftrange this may feem, there 
is no manner of reafon to doubt the truth of 
it. What has been alleged ftom ‘fofepbus and 
Tacitus, affures us that though often difappoint- 
ed, they were not difheartened. Though Fe/us 
hiad been crucified, a furprifing power appeared 
in his difciples, and wonderful works were 
wrought by them in the name of Fe/us : which 
were infallible proofs of his refurreétion and 
afcenfion. Hereupon undoubtedly, the hopes ot 
the Salvation they wifhed for, revived in thefe 
met. | 

7. The Jews expectation of a temporal deli- 
verance, nourilhed and ftrengthened by fenfual 
paffions, together with their prodigious wicked- 
neis, which they, in their fond imaginations, 
had reconciled with the peculiar favour of God, 
docs tully account for their fo generally rejec- 
ing and deipifing Fe/us, though there’ was the 
tulleft proof, that could be given, that he was 
jie who was to come. . I * aw come, fays out 


* ort 
ame ; eo 


* Joha v. 42. 
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Lord, i# my father’s name, and ye receive me 
wot, If another foall come in bis own name, bie 
ge will receive. ‘They were ready to join any 
one, who made them promifes of a temporal 
Salvation ; but they would not receive, or at 
leat, hold to any one that did not. If they 
would have received any one without this condi- 
tion, they would have received fe/us. 
Thefe are excellent reflexions, and very pro- 
to remove fome doubts. I have inferted 
them here in the very words of the Author, and 
at length, becaufe he expreffes himfelt well, 
and is a clofe Writer. He fays nothing thar 
can be left out, without fome prejudice to his 
fubject. 


VI. Mr. Larduer defcribes the great corrup- 
tion of the Jews in our Saviour’s time, from 
the Writings of the New Teftament, and by 
the teftimony of Fofephus. None but a very 
wicked people would have put to death the di- 
vine Founder of the Chriftian Religion. 


VII. In this Chapter, the Author confirms 
the truth of the circumftances of our Saviour’s 
laft Sufferings, by feveral paffages out of Fo/e- 
phus, Philo and Heathen Writers. ‘This is a 
curious Chapter. 1 fhall only give an account 
of a fmall part of it. 

Grotius * fuppofes that Pi/ate, by the King- 
dom our Saviour {poke of, when he faid to him, 
My Kingdom is not of this world, underftood fuch 
aKingdom as the Stofcs afcribed to their wife 
men, a Kingdom no more prejudicial to the 


enema ene 


* Tn Joan. xviii. 38. 
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Roman Government than theirs. He certainly 
looked upon our Saviour as a Leader only ¢ 
fome innocent Seft, and apprehended that ; 
was nothing but envy and fecret malice, tha 
moved the Pharifees to demand judgment againft 
him. | 

But notwithftanding what Pilate faid of the 
innocence of Fefus, the Jews were {till prefling 
for a Sentence againft him. However, Pjlate 
could not yet be prevailed on to anfwer their 
demands, but ordered him to be fcourged ; and 
hoping they might be fatisfied with this, went* 
forth again, and faith unto them, bebold I bring 
bim forth to you, that ye may know that J fing 
no fault in bim. When t the chief priefts there 
fore and the officers faw bim, they cried out, fay. 
ing, Crucifie bim, crucifie him. Pilate: faith unt 
them: Take ye bim, and crucify bim : for I find 
no fault in bim. The Jews anfwered him, we 
have a law, and by our law be ought to die, bee 
caufe be made bimfelf the Sou of God. When 
Pilate therefore beard that faying, be was tbe mort 
afraid. 

Grotius, Dr. Hammond and many other learn- 
ed and judicious Expofitors underftand by thele 
laft words, that Pilate became yet more afraid 
than before to pais Sentence of Condemnation 
upon Fe/us ; left, after all, he fhould prove to 
be fome extraordinary perfon. They think, thet 
having probably received fome accounts of our 
Saviour’s miracles, and hearing this charge, that 
he had made bimfelf the Son of God, he was 
brought into fome doubts whether he might 
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not be fome uncommon perfon, like thofe He- 
roes or Demi-Gods, which were fo much fpoken 
of among the Greeks and Romans ; and there- 
fore he was feized with a new fear of being con- 
cerned in his death. | 

Our Author is of another opinion : he fays 
that ever fince he has read Fofepbus, who men- 
tions feveral inftances of the zeal of the Jews 
shout this time, and of tumults and feditions 
which they ran into, upon the leaft affront of- 
fered to their religious infticutions, fome of 
which Pi/ate had been witnefs to, he under- 
flood thefe words in a different fenfe, and 
thought that P/ate finding they interefted their 
Religion in this caufe, and were refolute in it, 
became afraid that he muft at laft fubmit to 
them (to prevent a tumult.) This is doubtlefs 
the true fenfe of the words of the Evangelift. 
Mr. Lardner is glad to find, at length, that he 
isnot fingular in this interpretation. Beza fays 
upon this place :-** He was not without reafon 

afraid, that an open fedition might happen, 
“if he did not comply with the multitude”. 
What follows upon this fubjeét in the Work of 
our Author, is alfo worth reading. 


VIIL..This Chapter contains many important 
oblervations. ‘Che Author defcribes the malice 
of the Jews againft the firft Chriftians, and the 
favour fhowed to them by Governors and other 
Roman Officers, according to St. Luke. He 
Proves that malice of the Jews from other Wri- 
ters. He makes it appear that the Romans at 
this time proteéted all people, and particularly 
the Jews, in the obfervation of their feveral 
religious rites. He gives inftances of the juftice 
and equity of Roman Governors to men of dif- 

ferent 
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ferent Religions. All thofe obfervations will 
be very acceptable to the Reader. I thal only 
take notice of fome few paflages. 

It is undoubted, fays the Author, that many 
of the Roman Prefidents were guilty of extor. 
tion, and other atts of injuftice, and endex 
voured to enrich themfelves in the Provinces, 
But there feems not to have been any one thing, 
which the Romans were more concerned to pre- 
ferve inviolable, than the Religion of all the peo- 
ple whom they conquered ; judging, probably, 
that nothing gives a people fo univerfal a dif- 
guft, as injuries done to their Religion ; and 
that therefore the only way to preferve peace 
throughout their Empire, was to protect all 
men every where in the praCtice of their own 
religious rites. 

In this place the Readers will remember the vio- 
lations of things facred by Verres in Sécily ; but, 
fays Mr. Lardner, they were difapproved, and 
Verres was called to an account for them. Be- 
fides, there is no reafon to believe there were 
many Verres. It ought alfo to be confidered, 
that Verres was Pretor of Sicily under the Com 
monwealth, at a time, when the Courts of Ju- 
dicature at Rome, before whom complaints from 
the Provinces were brought, were extremely 
corrupt ; when juftice was adminiftred very 
flawly, and frequently not obtained at all. 
There are in Cicero himfelf many acknowledg- 
ments of the bad ftate of affairs at that time in 
this refpeét. And Mr. Lardner believes, the 
Provinces were much happier under the Empe- 
rors for a confiderable time below the period of 
the Evangelicat Hiftory, than they had been for 
fome time under the Commonwealth, 
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Here is another ebfervation, which défetves 
the attention of my Readers. The followers of 
Fefus did. ever where obferve an admirable de 
gorum in all their words and a¢tions. Pethaps 
fome will hardly conceive, that they fhould have 
been able thus to behave themfelves conftantly, 
though animated with a warm, as well as jut 
geal for the truths of the Chriftian doétrine, and 
mabhorrence for all the abominations and ab- 
furdities of the Heathen Worfhip: But yet ie 
is eettain they did fo. Here follows. a fine ins 
funce of .it.. St. Luke fays, that when St. Paul 
came to Athens, bis [pirit was ftirred in bim, 
when be {aw the city was wholly given to Idola~ 
iy. (Acts xvii. 16... But when he made his 
fpeech in. the Areopagus, his temper and addrefs 
were. equal to his afgument, which certainly 
cn never be.exceeded. Indeed, according to 
our-Tfanflation , there .is fome harfhnefs in the 
tery beginning of it: Ye men of Athens, I pers 
weive that in all things ye are too fuperftitious. 
But, fays Mr. Lardner, it muft be allowed that 
the Original is foft, if any cenfuré was intend- 
ed. He believes that St. Paul told the Atheni- 

that he perceived they were.a people much 
dilpofed to Religion: which is a commendable 
thing, and. fufficient to vindicate the Apoftle 
fom: the charge of, rudenefs. The word 
m dinduportz is frequently ufed in a bad fenfe ; 
but it has alfo a good, or at leaft,. an innocent 
meaning. -Mr. Lardner gives very proper ina 
fances of it. Befides, it poses from had fole 
lows, that St. Paul had not blamed the Atheni- 
a: Having mentioned the Infcription of the 
Altar, 75 the unknown God, he goes on thus * 
whom therefore ye ignorantly worfbip, bim de» 
ARCH 192%. P clare 
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clare I unto you. "The verb cumCe7e here ufed 
for worfhip, always expreffes a laudable piety. 
The harfh fenfe of the word Sudwportae is in. 
confiftent with the whole defign of St. Pauls 
argument. If he had told the Athenians at firf 
that they were fuperftitious, he encourages them 
in it, and endeavours to make them more {o, 
If St. Paul’s inftance had been that of fome 
falfe God, there would be fome reafon to pu 
the harfh fenfe upon the word in this place. 
But there is no reafon at all for it, fince the 
Infcription he produces, direétly intended, or 
at leaft comprehended under it, the true God 
whom St. Paul preached.. Mr. Lardner thinks 
therefore, that this is St. Paul’s meaning : J per- 
ceive, that you are a people very much difpofed 
to Religion. For as I paffed by and bebelad you 
devotions, I found an Altar with this Infcriptin, 
To the unknown God. «J therefore offer you my 
beft affifiance, and declare unto you That Goi, 
qubom you worfbip already, though without a clear 
tdea of bis perfections. ‘This remark upon thit 
famous paflage of St. Paul is no lefs judicious 
than uncommon. 


I beg leave to nahi tae: the following re- 
mark. If the great Apoftle St. Paul thought 
fit to obferve the rules of decorum in difpu 
ting with the enemies of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, though he had the gift of miracles ; why 

ould we not imitate ‘that holy ‘and _ polite 
Man, in our difputes with the Unbelievers of 
this Age ? 


~ The following obfervation of the Author 
ought to be attended to. “ I donot fay, that 


.% according to Laws fince ena¢ted in fome 
‘ y : © States, 
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“ States, the Apoftles would: not have been 
“ judged offenders. But it ought to be fe- 
“ membred that the Romans did, for a long 
“time, as far furpafs many modern Govern- 
« ments in the juftice and equity of their po- 
“ litical maxims, as in the grandeur of their 
“ Empire : nor had they yet renounced or de- 
“ parted from them ”. : 

Here follows another remarkable obfervation. 
“ It may be, I think, reafonably fuppofed, /ays 
“ the Author, that the fufferings of the foliow- 
“ers of Jefus, in the period we are now con- 
“ cerned with, were not equal to thofe, which 
“ they were afterwards expofed to, when the 
“ Roman Emperors treated them as public ene- 
“ mies, authorized their Officers every where 
* to punifh them, ‘and countenanced the coms 
“ mon people in thofe abufes and outrages they 
“were difpofed to of themfelves. Much lefs 
“ did they equal the torments, which good men 
“have undergone, fince men of the moft ex- 
“quifite malice and fubtilty, in feveral Ages, 
“have, improved Perfecution into a Science, 
“and devoted themfelves to this work as their 
“ folemn bufinefs and profeffion ; till at length 
“ they have compleated this worft of all inven- 
“tions, and with a dexterity truly diabolical, 
“have at once increafed the fatigue of the fuf- 
“ ferer, and abated the horror and compaffion 
“of all heedlefs and inconfiderate Spectators. 
“ Thefe things perhaps may, but thefe only 
“could make us think the difficulties, dan- 
“gers, and fufferings of the firft Chriftians, 


*¢ {mall ”, 


I fhall conclude my account of this Chapter 
with a remark of the Author upon thefe words 
Sea re: of 
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of St. Peter, in his firft Epiftle, Ch. iv. v. rg. 
Let none of you [uffer as a murderer, of as a thief, 
or as an evil doer, or as a bufy body in other 
inens inatters. ‘This laft character is not gene- 
rally underftood, fays Mr. Lardner. A mere 
prying into, of meddling with the concerns of 
private families, or particular perfons, would not 
have been ranked with crimes, that fall under 
the cognizance of the Civil Magiftrate. The 
Word &Moreicrzicxor@ denotes a perfon, who af: 
feéts the infpe€tion and direétion of the affairs 
of other men ; and in this place relates to the 
public affairs of other people. This word is 
not that which in other places fignifies an im- 
pertinent inquifitivenefs. See x Thef iii. 11. 
t Tim. v. 13. And if it fhould be ftill fuppo- 
fed, that St. Peter means only a meddling with 
private affairs ; yet he muft refer to/a bufy go- 
verning temper, that Jed a man into a very of- 
fenfive conduct, fince thefe ba/y bodies are reck- 
oned up with criminals, who, in thofe’ places, 
could have their proper punifhments from none 
but the chief Roman Officers. 


1X. The Faéts proved jh this Chapter, are 
the coming up of the Jews at the time of their 
Shae Feafts to Jerufalen{, in great numbers 
from all parts. The Jews of Jerufalem fre- 
quenting the “Temple at other times. Theit 
hours of prayer. Their zeal for the 'Temple, 
and for the Law. ‘Their Synagogue worfhip. 
Their pratticing at this time the vow of the 
‘Nazarite, and fhaving their heads. Their in- 
fii€ting forty ftripes, fave one. ‘Their private 
Zeal. Their unwillingnefs to pay tribute to the 
Romans ; and yet that there were Pub/icans of 
the Jewifh nation. - 
In 
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X. In the tenth Chapter, which concerns fe- 
yeral Roman Cuftoms mentioned in the New 
Teftament, the Author fhows that the Romans 
ufed the Queftion. That. they examined by 
{courging. That it was unlawful to fcourge a 
Roman, efpecially uncondemned. Afterwards 
he difcourfes of Lyfias’s power at Jerufalem, 
and then ‘treats the following Subjects. Of 
St. Paul’s being a Roman Citizen. This privi+ 
lege bought with a great Sum. Accufations not 
to be heard in the abfence of the accufed per- 
fon. Of St. Paul’s imprifonment. Prifoners 
fent to Rome from the Provinces, and deliver- 
ed there to the Captain of the Guards, 


XJ. The'three remarkable Facts, which make 
the Subject of the laft Chapter, are the Tem- 
ple forty fix years in building. ‘The dearth in 
the reign of Claudius. ‘The Jews banifhed from 
Rome by the fame Emperor. | 

All thofe things are treated of with great 
judgment and learning, and in a very agreeable 
manner. I am forry, I cannot for want of 
room give here an account of the fecond Vo- 
lume. If the Author, in the fecond Part of 
this Work, not yet publifhed, proves the prin- 
cipal Faéts of the New Teftament as well as 
he has proved thofe which he calls. occafional, 
he may very well expect an immortal glory, 


I know not whether any of) my Readers will 
fay: Here is an Article of 26 pages ; and yet 
it-has not been written for the ufe of foreigh- 
ete. In this cafe I would anfwer, that I never 
pretended to debar myfelf from the abies? 
; P 3 c 
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of giving a large account of fome Englith 
Books, (I have done it feveral times) efpeci- 
ally of thofe which are, like this, peculiarly cal- 
culated for the public good. I add, that if this 
Article had been compofed to be printed be- 
yond Sea, it would be much larger than it is. 


ARTICLE XXXL 
HAGUE 


HE third and fourth Volumes of the Hi- 
{tory of the eighteenth Century, from 1704 
to 1707, are come out. 


Memoires pour fervir a P Hiffoire du xvut. 
Siecle, contenant kes Negociations, Traitez, Re- 
folutions, €&8 autres Documens authentiques concer- 
nant les affaires a Etat ; liew par une narration 
biftorique des principause évenemens dont ils ont été 
precédex, ou fuivis, €8 particulierement de ce qui 
Sef paffé a la Haye, qui a toujours été comme le 
centre de toutes ces Negociations. Par Myr. de 
Lamberti, Ala Haye. 1726. in 4to. pagg. 768 
& 667. 


GENEVA. 


I. x. Foln Alpbonfus Turretin defigns to 


print his Abridgment of Ecelefiaftical 
Hiftory. i 


II. The 
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[I]. The Reverend Paftors of this City have 
blifhed a new French Tranflation of the New 


Teftament. 


PARTS. 


Lfe Hough Mr. Chaduc was a very learned 

a man, yet he is very little known in 
the Commonwealth of Learning. The Authors 
| of the Memoirs of Trevoux have given a fhort 
account of his Life, in March 1727. Here fol- 
lows the fubftance of it. 


Lewis Chaduc was of a good family of the 
City of Riom in Auvergne. After he had gone 
through his School-learning, his parents fent 
him to Bourges, where he was five years one of 
the Scholars of the famous Cujas, and eminent- 
ly diftinguifhed himfelf in- the courfe of his 
ftudies, 

Being returned to Riom, he was made in 
1594. a Councellor of the Prefidial, and dif- 
charged the duties of that Office with great abi- 
lity and integrity for the fpace of forty four 
years. Without being wanting to thofe duties, 
he applied himfelf to Poetry, and the know- 
ledge of Antiquity. He had a large and choice 
Library, and many Series of Medals of all me- 
tals, and of all fizes. In order to fatisfy his 
curiofity, he took.a journey into Italy, and vi- 
ited at Rome all the precios monuments of 
Antiquity. was kindly received there by 
many learned men, and particularly by Cardinal 
Bellarmin, as it appears from his Relation of 
that Journey. He brought home many Manu- 

pts, fcarce Books, Medals, antient Marbles, 
P 4 and 
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and what is ftill more confiderable, above two 
thoufand engraved Stones, which made his C,. 
binet the moft curious in this kind that wag 
then in France, as we read in the firft Vo. 
lume of Zriftau’s Hiftorical Commentaries, pag, 
112. 

Such a valuable treafure did not remain ufe, 
lefs in Mr. Chaduc’s hands: he caufed all thofe 
Stones to be engraved on Copper-plates, and 
ranged them under fifteen different Claffes, of 
which he made as many Chapters. ‘There isa 
fhore Preface to each Chapter, next to which 
he explains all the Letters and Characters en- 
graved upon each ftone ; and fome times he has 
added to that explication hiftorical or critical 
notes. Befides, that Work is attended with 
twenty large Tables, in which he brings under 
feveral heads whatever is remarkable either in 
the Types, or in the Infcriptions of the ftones. 
Thofe Tables are a complete Treatife of every 
thing that relates to engraved Stones. The 
nineteenth Table deferves particular notice ; it 
contains in 86 large pages a kind of a Treatile 
fhowing the refemblances and differences to be 
found between engraved Stones and Medals 
Mr. Chaduc could not publifh that Work ng reir 
fon of the ill ftate of his:health in the laft years 
of his lite. He had alfo compofed a /Jreatile 
de Anuuiis, and was ready to publifh it 5 but be- 
ing informed that he had been lately prevented 
by a German, named Kirchman, and fearing 
that the Book of that Author would prejudice the 
dale of his, he gave over the defign. of print 
ing it. : 

Thus Mr. Chaduc could not procure to hit 
felf the advantage of appearing in. print, "4 
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‘enow almoft as little known to the Learned, as 
he was. celebrated and efteemed by thofe of his 


time. 
§avaro in his Commentary upon Sidonius - 


polinnaris, and Yrifian in his Hiftorical Commen- 


taties, mention him honourably in many pla- 
ces, Be kept correfpondence with many other 
learned men of the firft rank. Mr. Biguon Au- 
thor of the Notes upon Marculpbus, Mr. Fran- 
cis Petau Councellor of the Parliament of Paris, 
Father Sirmond a Jefuit, and feveral others ho- 
noured him with their efteem, and prefented 
him with their Works. : 

At laft, the 19 of September 1638, Mr. Cha- 
duc died at Riom, being 74 years old, ofa fick- 
nels which lafted two-years, almoft without any 
interruption. 

_ His heirs fent to Paris all the Curiofities of 
his, Cabinet : they were. admired by all the 
Learned, who acknowledged that they had ne- 
ver feen the like in that kind. | Prefident de 
Mefmes bought them, but did not keep them 
long ; he gave them out of complaifance to the 
Duke of Orleans. They are now in the King’s 
ets and are not one of the leaft ornaments 
it. : | 

The Works of Mr. Chaduc will be: printed, 
: foon as the Public expreffes a defire to fee 
them. , 


“ALO Mr. Crevier has publifhed a third Letter 
upon Father Hardouin’s Pliny. 


MIL Abbé Desjardins, Licentiate of Divinity 
mthe Univerfity of Paris, has newly put out a 
{Ball Latin Poem intitled : Regales Nuptie Lu- 
Govict 
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dovicit £3 Marie. 'The modefty which he ex. 
prefles in the Exordium, is commendable. 


Magnum opus aggredior,rudis eft meaMufa, canenti 
O Phebe afpira ; nou dat Sorbona Poetas. 


There is wit and genius in that {mall Work. 


LONDON. 


E have loft the glorious Founder of the 

beft Philofophical Schoo!, that ever 
appeared in the World. ‘The Celebrated Sir 
Isaac Newron died on Monday the 2oth 
of this month, about one of the Clock in the 
morning, in the 85th year of his age. To ex- 
prefs my fentiments concerning that incompx 
rable Man, it will not be improper for me to 
repeat here, what I have faid of him upon ano- 
ther occafion. “ I fhall not prefume to fet 
** forth the penetration of his wit, the depth 
“* of his knowledge, the beauty and importance 
** of his difcoveries : fuch an undertaking is 
** above my ftrength. I fhall only fay, after 
“* Dr. Haley, that no Mortal can come nearet 
“* the Deity. 


Nec fas eft propius Mortali attingere Divos. 
I doubt not but the following Advertifement 


will be very acceptabie to the Readers of tha 
great Man’s Works. 


ADVER- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
Speedily will be publifhed, 


Sr Isaac NEwton’s Mathematical 
Principles of Natural Philofophy. Tran- 
_ flated from the laft Edition, with a 


Comment, by H. PEMBERTON, ©. D. 
F. R. S. 


Notwithitanding the Difappointments, which 
have unexpectedly delayed the Account of 
Sir I/zac Newton’s Philofophical Difcoveries, 
which I drew up for the ufe of fuch as are 
unacquainted with Mathematical Learning ; I 
hhall‘now be able in a little time to deliver that 
Book to the Subfcribers. And I did intend, 
immediately after the Publication of that ‘Trea- 
tie, to put to the Prefs a Tranflation, which 
Ihave now by me, of this great’ Philofopher’s 
Mathematical Principles of Naturai Philofophy, 
with a Comment for the Ufe of Mathematical 
Readers. And whereas it is probable; that ma- 
ny will now give their Explanations of this 
great Man’s Writings ; [-having had a very 
particular opportunity of being tully informed 
of his real Mind from his own Mouth, do in- 
tend to proceed in my Defign with all Ex- 
pedition : wherein [ fhall prefent the Publick 
with fuch a Tranflation of Sir I/aac Newton's 
words, as fhall comprehend, in the fulleft man- 
ner IT am able, his true Senfe. And, befides 
many other occafiomal Remarks, I fhall illuftrate 
at 
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at large the Meaning of the difficult Paffages, 
by explanatory Notes ; and fhall demontftrate in 
form thofe numerous Corollaries and Scholi- 
ums, which he, for brevity, has fet down with- 
out proof. 


- March 27. H. PEMBERTON. 
1737. 


Dizionario Inglefe ed Italiano. A Diétionary 
Englifh and. Italian, containing ak the: Words of 
the Vocabulary della Crufca, and feveral bundred 
more taken from the moft approved Authors ; with 
Proverbs and fantiliar Phrafes. .. By F. Altieri, 
Profeffor of the Italian Tougue in London. Lo- 
don : Printed for William and Fobu Inunys, at the 
Weft-End of St. Paul's. 19727. in gta. 


When the Italian and Englifb Diétionary of 
Mr, Altieri came out, I gave a large account of 
it inthe fecond Volume of this Journal, pag. 389, 
and I did very much commend that excellent 
Work. The Englifh and Italian Diétionary of 
the fame Author, newly publifhed, is no lefs va- 
luable, and will be no lefs efteemed by the Lovers 

of the Italian Tongue. 
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